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MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 15th April, 2013, in the Church Room, Mersham
PRESENT:  Mr. G. Fletcher (Chairman); Mr. M. Smithers; Mr. P. Turley; Mrs. M. Wells; 
Mr. K. Stewart; Mrs. J. Oakley-Hills; Mr. G. Murphy; Mr. L. Whitehead; Cllr J. Davey;

Cllr. P. Bartlett; PCSO A. Edwards for item 3.
1.
Apologies:  Mr. S. Phelan (away); Mr. R. Hansen (working). Mr. G. Kingston (unwell)
2.
Declaration of Councillors’ Interests  There were none.
3.
PCSOs’ & Community Warden’s reports  PCSO Amy Edwards introduced herself.  She had taken over this ward on April 1st.  She said that the crime figures for the area were good and there had been a 2% fall on the previous year.  She would be holding monthly ‘surgeries’ in the village shop. 
4.
Public participation session   No residents were present.
5.
To approve minutes of meeting held on 25.3.13.


It was proposed by KS, seconded by MW and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 18th March should be approved as a true record.
6.
Matters arising   

(a)
Speed watch
Mr. Plowright had sent a note of the dates when Speed Watch would be operating in Smeeth.  Further information was awaited.  The Clerk had put a paragraph in the next edition of the Villager asking if anyone is interested in volunteering to help.


 

(b)
ACRK membership  ACRK had acknowledged the PC’s subscription renewal and sent the password for accessing their website.
(c)
Parish Online mapping  Details of the username and password to access the site had been e-mailed to Cllrs. 

7.
Correspondence   

(a)
Parish Forum  The next meeting is on 24th April.  The PC had asked for an agenda item on Junction 10a and was awaiting confirmation that this had been agreed.  GF will attend.  

(b)
Tree Wardens  Mrs. Whitehead had recently attended a Tree Warden training day and is keen to become a Tree Warden.  There are two Tree Wardens for the Parish at present.  There is no cost to the Parish to enrol a TW, but confirmation had to be sent to the Kent Tree and Pond Partnership that the PC agrees to the appointment.  The PC usually gives an annual donation towards the Tree Warden scheme in Kent.  It was agreed that the Clerk should send the necessary confirmation.
(c)
Also received: KALC Ashford Area Committee minutes of meeting on 20.3; ABC Parish Forum Chairman’s Report for meeting on 6.2; ABC Housing News; CPRE Countryside Voice magazine; ABC Welfare Reform Brochure; Pilgrims Matters newsletter; letter from the Kent Environment and Community Network.

8.
Finance  (a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)

1409  Mr. B. Branson, March salary
97.89


1410  Mr. I. King, March salary
81.38


1411  Miss J. Mills,           “            “  less tax 
285.81


1412  Village Alliance, s.137 donation 
500.00


1413  ACRK, annual subscription 2013/14
35.00


1414  Post Office Ltd. (HMRC) Clerk’s PAYE Jan – March 2013 
158.80


1415  Getmapping plc, set-up fee & annual charge, Parish Online (VAT £8)
48.00


1,206.88

Receipts    Cooperative Bank, interest on CDA
0.07


Forthcoming payments in April


Mr. B. Branson, April salary (inc. annual increase)
100.88



Mr. I. King,              “      “       “          “            “
83.85



Miss J. Mills,           “            “   £338.81 less tax  

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance, April maintenance (VAT £43.33)
260.00


KALC, annual subscription (VAT £83.52)
417.58


KALC, fee for Dynamic Councillor session for LW (VAT £12)
72.00


KCC, salt for Sevington bins
c50.00*


KCC, 2 salt bins, 3 refills salt + concrete bases (VAT £220) awaiting completion
1,320.00

*If not included in above invoice, when work completed.


Receipts expected    None until first half of precept paid at end of April.


VAT reimbursement to be claimed
117.28



Transfers                  None

(b)  
To report on bank reconciliation for 2012-13 and balances for 2013-14  The reconciliation is given at the end of the minutes.  The Clerk will arrange to meet Mr. Ross, the internal auditor, to complete the Annual Report form.  She had put up the required notice regarding the elector’s rights. The completed Annual Report form has to be sent to the Auditor by 10th June, and will therefore need to be approved by the PC and signed by the Chairman at the May meeting. The balance carried forward is £29,360.07.  After subtracting the 2013-14 budgeted expenditure plus the 10% contingency, £14,275 is left uncommitted as a reserve or for other capital expenditure. 

(c) 
To report/approve cost of KALC Dynamic Councillor training session  LW wished to attend the session at Hythe on 25.4.  The Clerk had checked with GF and KS who were willing to commit the PC to the fee of £60 + £12 VAT prior to the meeting.  There is a training budget of £195 in this new financial year, which should cover 3 training days.

(d)       To confirm cost of laying yellow lines on footpath entrance near Shop  KS thought that the weather was now suitable to lay the lines and hoped to be able to do this shortly.
(e)  
To report any progress on leasing of Eurostar Meadow  Pending further communication with Mr. Oakley of HS1.

(f)
To discuss recruitment of new clerk  Three more enquiries had arrived while the Clerk was away.  GF, MW and the Clerk had met to discuss the applications and draw up a shortlist. Two interviews were held on 11th April.  GF said that as a result of these the interviewing panel felt that a clear recommendation could be given to appoint one of the two candidates interviewed.  It was therefore proposed by GM, seconded by KS and agreed that, subject to suitable references and agreement on contractual matters, the position should be offered to Mr. Geoff Eaton.
9.
Planning
(a)
To report and discuss new applications, ABC decisions, appeals & consultations

Lynwood, Bower Road  Front extension. (S)

3 Church Road, Mersham  Single storey front extension and first floor extension (No objections if neighbours do not object)

Land at Cheesemans Green  Three applications to make changes to the materials to all units contained within phases of  "Stour Meadows" to provide a more traditional appearance. Separation of some approved units by up to 1 metre to provide improved visual appearance.  One application to substitute some house units.  All non-material changes. (NC)

Land at Ashford Trade Centre, Hall Ave.  Building for sale of food & non-alcoholic drinks. (No objection)


Applications granted by ABC  

Unit 9, The Glenmore Centre, Moat Way Change of use to sui generis showroom on ground floor with B8 office space on first floor. Extension of the existing mezzanine floor (retrospective). (NC)

(b)
To give an update on issues re. Sevington development site & Junction 10A   There was no news about when the delayed consultation would start.  GF hoped to hear what ABC’s Cllrs. think about the proposed development at the next Parish Forum meeting.  JOH reported that Mr. Ian Stevenson had taken over from Mr. Nutley as Chairman of the Village Alliance.  News had been published that Lydd-Ashford Airport had been given permission to extend the runway.  Any major increase in passenger numbers was likely to exacerbate traffic congestion on the A2070 and J10/10A.  Cllr. Bartlett said that there was a rail line to Lydd, but that this was slow and only used by freight trains.  It would be very expensive to improve the line to take passengers.

Cllr. Bartlett reported that the Chief Executive had met with DMI about finding further funding for J10A.  He explained what he thought was the current thinking at ABC and the Highways Agency about the proposal for a half-junction.  He considered that consultation about the revised Core Strategy would show a growing feeling that development of derelict commercial sites in Ashford should be given priority over greenfield developments.

(c)  
To give an update on local needs housing  Mrs. Thompson’s comments regarding a design query had been forwarded to Cllrs.  She and Mrs. Shaw will come to the Annual Parish Meeting to talk about local needs housing in general, but will need equipment to show a DVD.  GM could provide this, but a screen would be needed.  LW would try to borrow one.

A resident had written to GF regarding the proposals he had made some time ago about a possible development site in the village, which might include local needs housing and other benefits to the parish, asking for the support of the PC.  GF reminded Cllrs. of the recommendation to the landowner which had been given at a meeting he and Cllr. Bartlett had attended some months ago with the landowner and an ABC Planning Officer.  It was agreed that GF would draft a reply to the resident, which would be circulated for approval before being sent by the Clerk.
(d)
To report on progress with village sign design  No further action had been taken so far.
10.
Highways and footpath matters
(a)
Street name-plate request  It was agreed that the Clerk could request street name-plates for Colliers Hill from ABC to help drivers who were confused by the fact that there were two sets of cottages with the same name on adjacent roads.  ABC usually pays for these.
(b)
KCC PROW Vegetation clearance contracts  KCC are to make further savings on clearance contracts.  No paths in Mersham and Sevington will be cleared by KCC contractors this year.  There is a small fund available to undertake unbudgeted clearance, but requests will have to be prioritised and there may be insufficient funds to satisfy the demand.  
11.
Borough Councillors’ reports  

Cllr. Bartlett had given part of his report under 9(b).  He said that the Planning Inspector had twice deferred a decision on an appeal regarding a gypsy/traveler site in Kingsnorth.

Cllr. Davey reported that the owners had agreed to block off the entrances to the Homebase car park with retractable bollards to prevent the car racing which had been regularly taking place there and causing a nuisance to residents.  LW said that PCSO Garland had been a great help in achieving this.
12.
Reports 

(a)
Village Hall Committee  The AGM had been re-scheduled for 22nd April.   
(b)
School Management      Nothing to report.
(c)
Mersham Junior Playing Field & Millennium Green  PT would change the goal nets. The Clerk would give PT a copy of the grounds maintenance schedule so that he could monitor the work being carried out.
(d)
Sevington Area Management   North ward  LW was very concerned about safety at the Barrey Road/A2070 junction because the speed of traffic made it dangerous for drivers joining the A2070.  He thought that the Highways Agency should be asked to impose a speed restriction on that stretch of the road.  The Clerk would find the contact information she had for the HA.  LW asked if a sign could be erected to try and prevent lorries from mistakenly turning right into the link road between Barrey Road and Church Road, since they caused a nuisance when trying to turn round.  The Clerk would ask Kent Highways if a ‘no-lorry’ sign could be put up at the entrance near Wickes.
South ward   Nothing further.
(e)       Tree Wardens   The Clerk would ask the Mersham Tree Warden to check the JPF trees when they came into leaf to make sure that there were no dead branches.
13.
Other items for report  There were none.
14.      To confirm date of next meeting

Next meeting: Annual Parish Meeting; AGM of Mersham Millennium Green and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday, 20th May, from 7.30 p.m. in Mersham Church.

Chairman 
	
	

	Bank reconciliation at 31.3.2013
	

	
	

	Balance as per bank statements to 31.3.2013
	

	
	

	Community Directplus account
	2,264.27

	Business Select 14 day account
	27,969.45

	
	30,233.72

	Less uncleared cheques (1409-10, 1412-14)
	-873.07

	
	29,360.65

	Less petty cash owing to Clerk at 31.3.2013
	-0.58

	
	29,360.07

	Add payments from 1.4.12 - 31.3.13
	12,685.59

	
	42,045.66

	
	

	
	

	Balance brought forward from 2012-13
	23,704.83

	Add receipts 1.4.12 - 31.3.13
	18,340.83

	
	42,045.66

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Balance brought forward from 2012-13
	23,704.83

	Receipts in year
	18,340.83

	
	42,045.66

	Less payments in year
	-12,685.59

	Balance carried forward to 2013-14
	29,360.07


