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MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 18th March, 2013, in the Church Room, Mersham
PRESENT:  Mr. G. Fletcher (Chairman); Mr. P. Turley; Mrs. M. Wells; Mr. K. Stewart;
Mrs. J. Oakley-Hills; Mr. G. Murphy; Mr. S. Phelan; Mr. R. Hansen; Mr. L. Whitehead.
Cllr J. Davey.  Residents: Mr. D. Nutley; Mr. R. Andrews.  
1.
Apologies:  Mr. M. Smithers (at another meeting); Cllr. P. Bartlett (another commitment)
2.
Speed watch  The Chairman welcomed Mr. Ian Plowright of Smeeth PC who attended to demonstrate the Speed Indication Display (SID) which he and a team of volunteers operate in Smeeth and Brabourne.  They hope to improve the overall effectiveness of the scheme by purchasing a second SID so that traffic can be monitored in each direction simultaneously.  Cllr. Howard had given a grant which would cover some of the cost and Cllr. Wickham may be able to obtain a grant to cover the rest if Mersham & Sevington and Aldington PCs join the scheme and share the equipment.  Mr. Plowright explained how data is gathered by volunteers and the follow-up action taken by Kent Police.  As the scheme could result in a reduction of speeding, Cllrs. agreed that Mersham & Sevington would benefit from the scheme and that Mr. Plowright could confirm to Cllr. Wickham that the PC would join.  Volunteers would have to be recruited and attend a one-hour training talk and potential sites for SID would have to be checked for safety.  Mr. Plowright would let Cllrs. know the dates when the next few SID sessions in Smeeth would be taking place in case they wished to observe.
3.        Declarations of Cllrs’ interests regarding items on the agenda  There were none.
4.
Public participation
Mr. Andrews said that he hoped the PC would be able to contact other local parish councils about the  proposed Sevington commercial development and the traffic problems anticipated if J10A is built with only eastbound access and egress.  GF reported that he had attended the KALC meeting on 20.3, which was why he had been unable to attend the Village Alliance public meeting on the same night.  He had explained that the current proposals were flawed and would lead to disastrous congestion on J10, the A2070 and other roads leading onto them, which would which would severely inconvenience residents and businesses over a wide area of Kent to the south and east of Ashford.   He had asked for their support to ensure that no substantial development can take place in this area without a proper and full solution to Junction 10A.  It was agreed that GF would write to the Chairman, Mr. Rivers, expressing the PC’s concerns, which could then be taken to the NALC Executive and the Secretary of State.
Mr. Nutley said that there would be three sets of traffic lights on the A2070, which would result in queuing back to J10 and the Orbital Park.  The question of what would happen if Operation Stack was needed also had to be addressed.  He had been pleased with the support at the VA’s public meeting and 90 more names had been added to the database from a broader catchment area.
5.
To approve minutes of the meeting held on 18th February 2013  It was proposed by KS, seconded by RH and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 18.2. should be approved as a true record.
6.
Matters arising   

(a)
Countrywide grounds maintenance contract  The Clerk had signed the contract.  The agreement states that the contract will remain in force for a minimum of 12 months from the commencement date and will continue after this initial period until the Client or the Supplier terminates the agreement by giving the other party 3 months’ written notice.  The review of the year’s work should therefore take place at the budget meeting in November so that the contract can be cancelled within the notice period if necessary.

(b)
On-line mapping  In order to subscribe, the PC had to apply to the Ordnance Survey for a licence under the Public Sector Mapping Agreement.  The Clerk was awaiting the issue of a licence number before completing the subscription form.
7.
Correspondence   

(a)
New neighbourhood watch co-ordinator  An e-mail had been received from the new Volunteer and Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for the East Division who will start sending details of crimes and other information out via this system in the next few weeks.  The Clerk mentioned that there had still been no contact with the new PCSO for Mersham.  She would make enquiries and LW would help if necessary.
(b)
RoSPA annual playground inspection  The Clerk has booked the annual inspection which is usually  carried out in the summer.  The Sevington play area is the responsibility of ABC.

(c)
Also received: KCC info. re Kent Superfast Broadband deal; KALC details of Planning Conference; KALC Parish New 368; Came & Co. Parish Matters newsletter; Citizens Advice Bureau newsletter; ABC press release about death of Cllr. Woods; ACRK Oast to Coast magazine; ABC info. re new recycling and refuse collection from 1.4; KALC info. re Community Awards Scheme.
 8.
Finance  
(a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)

1403  Mersham Primary School, s.137 donation 
175.00

1404  Farthing Common Plant Centre, Christmas tree           (VAT £13.76)
82.56


1405  Mr. B. Branson, February salary
97.89


1406  Mr. I. King,              “            “
81.38


1407  Miss J. Mills,           “            “  less tax plus petty cash reimbursement
321.91


1408  CPRE, subscription for 2013/14
29.00


787.74


Receipts        


Ashford Borough Council, street cleansing grant for 2012/13
2,084.26



Co-operative Bank, untaxed interest
0.03


Forthcoming payments in March


Mr. B. Branson, March salary
97.89


Mr. I. King,              “            “
81.38


Miss J. Mills,           “            “  less tax 
285.81

Post Office Ltd (HMRC) Clerk’s PAYE Jan-March
158.80


Online Mapping subscription (VAT £8)
48.00



ACRK subscription 
35.00


Village Alliance donation (see below)
500.00

KCC, salt for Sevington bins
c50.00*


KCC, 2 salt bins, 3 refills salt/concrete bases (VAT £220) awaiting completion
1,320.00

*If not included in above invoice for salt bins, when work completed.


VAT reimbursement still to be claimed
13.76

Receipts expected         None until first half of precept paid at end of April.


Transfers                       None

Bank reconciliation with cash book record 1.4.12 – 21.3.13

Co-op Bank Community Directplus account (statement 253 to 28.2.13.)
3,255.19

Co-op Bank 14 day account (statement 84 to 11.1.13 less transfer on 22.1)
27,969.45 
    
31,224.64

Less unpaid cheques (1403, 1405-8)
-705.18

30,519.46

Less petty cash owing to Clerk at 31.3.12
-14.99
Balance at 21.3.13
30,504.47   

Add payments from 1.4.12 to 21.3.13
11,541.12

42,045.59 

Balance carried forward from 2012-2013
23,704.83   

Add receipts from 1.4.12 to 21.3.13
18,340.76


42,045.59

It was proposed by MW, seconded by PT and agreed that the above accounts should be accepted.

(b)  
To approve an s.137 donation to the Village Alliance


Mr. D. Nutley had written and attended the February meeting to ask if the PC would consider giving the Village Alliance a donation to help with the costs of seeking professional advice from a planning consultant or junior barrister, holding public meetings, newsletters, etc.  Although a decision could not be taken at that meeting, Cllrs. were in agreement that they would favour giving a donation of £500.  It was therefore proposed by PT, seconded by RH and agreed that in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Govt. Act 1972, the PC should give a donation of £500 to the Village Allliance, as, in the opinion of the Council, it is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.  This sum would be taken from the amount budgeted for legal costs since nothing had been spent from this and the financial year would soon be ending.
(c)  
To agree renewal of subscriptions to:

(i)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent  The subscription remains at £35 and this was the amount budgeted.  ACRK had just carried out the PC’s Local Needs Housing Survey and had helped with the Parish Plan in the past.  They provide advice and support to PCs and Village Halls.  It was proposed by KS, seconded by MW and agreed that the subscription be paid.
           (ii)  Kent Association of Local Councils  The level of subscription is always agreed at the KALC AGM.  Usually this is due on 1.4. but KALC had e-mailed to say that there was a delay in sending out the invoices.  The PC’s subscription is likely to be c £423 + VAT, compared with the £418 for the current year.  £423 was budgeted.  KALC provide advice, training, access to legal advice from the National Association, etc.  We send a representative to the KALC Ashford Area Committee.  It was proposed by SP, seconded by PT and agreed that the subscription should be renewed and that the cheque could be signed between meetings if the amount does not differ greatly from the estimated cost.

(d)       To confirm cost of laying yellow lines on footpath entrance near Shop  KS is waiting for suitable weather conditions.

(e)  
To report any progress on leasing of Eurostar Meadow  Mr. Oakley had still not replied and it seemed unlikely that any progress would be made in the near future.  However, GF would continue to try and contact him.
(f)
To discuss recruitment of new clerk  There were now 5 applications.  It had been previously agreed that GF, MW and KS would carry out interviews and they and the Clerk would hold a preliminary meeting about this immediately after Easter.
9.
Planning
(a)
To report and discuss new applications, ABC decisions, appeals & consultations

Land at Cheeseman’s Green  Discharge of condition 14.  (AC)


  “     “           “              “          Terminal pumping station & satellite 1 pumping station.  (NC)

  “       “              “                 “           Revision to changes to the materials to all units contained within phase 1 of the development known as 'Stour Meadows' to provide a more traditional appearance separation of some approved units by up to 1 meter to provide an improved visual appearance on planning permission 09/01566/AS for Construction of 140 new dwellings and associated landscape and parking areas, amendments to the previously approved principal access road to provide a gateway to the development site, amendments to the previously approved distributor road "A" and surface water drainage measures (NC)
Broadoak BMW & Mini, The Boulevard, Orbital Park  An extension to the existing MINI retail building (S)

Broadoak BMW & Mini  Various signs (NC)
Brett’s site, Railhead, Waterbrook Park  Discharge of conditions 5 & 9.  (AC)

ABC had sent information about consultation on additional modifications to the AAP for Chilmington Green.  The PC has not participated in any consultation for this development.


Applications granted by ABC  

Broad Oak Cottage   Proposed single storey rear extension (S)

Site N, The Boulevard  To remove condition 7 to permit the property to be used outside the hours stipulated in the condition (comments made)

Land at, Ashford Trade Centre, Hall Avenue, Orbital Park Mobile food van in car park. (S)

Application withdrawn by applicant  

Homebase, Unit 2, Ashford Business Park  Recladding the existing unit. (S)

(b)
To give an update on issues re. Sevington AXA site & Junction 10A   


The proposed public pre-consultation programme had been postponed by the developers “while further consideration is given to the funding package needed to pay for the necessary highway access and improvements.” 

(c)  
To give an update on local needs housing  After the last meeting, Mrs. O’Sullivan had queried whether the PC had made a decision on whether 6 or 8 homes should be planned.  After contacting Cllrs, the Clerk had suggested either a design for both, or if this was not possible, for 8.   Mrs. Thompson of English Rural Housing had now forwarded a preliminary layout for discussion which had also been sent to ABC and Highways.  A public consultation event would be planned after any changes resulting from their comments had been made.  Cllrs. queried whether direct access to gardens could be designed for all the flats.
(d)
To report on progress with village sign design  PT, GM and MS would continue with the design process, possibly in consultation with the person who had offered to help make it.  However, it had agreed at the last meeting that any decision about when to commission a sign should be discussed and decided in the light of possible future budget constraints.

10.
Highways and footpath matters
(a)
Need for footpath link to M20 bridge from Old Rectory Close  The following reply had been received from Mr. Darling, Traffic Engineer (Ashford & Swale) in response to the PC’s request for this project to be put back on the Highways schedule:  “I can confirm that this footway scheme is no longer on our highway works programme, and as such must be assessed as a new project. As you can imagine, KCC receives many requests every year for new highway improvement schemes. Due to substantial Government cut backs in funding, KCC is focusing its spending on reducing road casualties, and so has to carefully prioritise which improvements we can deliver and those we just cannot afford.  On this basis, we will only progress a new scheme where there has been a pattern of injury-related crashes within the last three years of the type we would be addressing by implementing the works requested.  We have no record of any such incidents in this area, and therefore at this moment in time, we will not be able to meet your request.  I appreciate this will not be the answer you were hoping for. KCC has to be fair and consistent in its approach to these issues across the County. I can reassure you that we take road safety issues very seriously; as part of our annual Casualty Reduction Programme, we will continue to monitor the safety record in the area and will take whatever action we can justify, within the budgets that we have available.”  GF had responded pointing out that this was considered such a priority a few years ago that funding was then found and that with the extra traffic coming from the A20 and further possible developments in the area this is a really serious problem which will not go away.
(b)
KCC proposals for streetlighting savings  KCC’s latest proposals on street lighting are now being considered at the current cycle of Joint Transportation Board meetings.  The proposals for the project have been revised since the previous report. The main proposals are set out on the KCC website. 

(c)
Streetlight out of order  A resident had reported that the light opposite Kingsford Close had not been working for some time.  This has been reported it on the Highways website.

11.
Borough Councillors’ reports  

Cllr. Davey said that it was hoped that Savills, who manage the Business Park car park, would put up some bollards to stop the regular race meetings which are taking place there. 


Regarding the proposed community centre for Willesborough and Sevington, architects are drawing up plans for a centre at St. Mary’s Church, Willesborough, which will include a meeting area, kitchen and toilets.  A considerable sum had already been donated by the Diocese towards the project and ABC had been very supportive.  Fundraising is continuing.  


Cllr. Bartlett could not attend but had forwarded a copy of the comments he had sent to ABC’s Chief Executive after the Village Alliance meeting pointing out that, despite beliefs to the contrary by the developers, the Core Strategy policy does not allow building on the Sevington site without a full new Junction.
12.
Reports 

(a)
Village Hall Committee  The next meeting is the AGM which is scheduled for 15th April.   
(b)
School Management      GF had just come from a meeting at the School.  There was concern about the new playing field as it seemed that not enough topsoil had been laid and an independent inspection would take place to establish if this was the case.
(c)
Mersham Junior Playing Field & Millennium Green  PT reported that the litter bin needed emptying.  The surfacing would be sprayed for moss, etc. as part of the new maintenance contract.  Some new goal nets were needed, but the Clerk had a spare set in store.
(d)
Sevington Area Management   North & South wards   Nothing further.
(e)       Tree Wardens   Nothing to report.
(f)   
KALC Ashford Area meeting  GF had attended and had spoken about the proposed new J10A (reported above).  Suggestions can be made to KCC about which street lights can safely be switched off.  It did not seem likely that Police Parish Forums would be re-started, but PCs will each have a senior designated officer.  Any feedback on this will be taken to the KALC Chairman’s meeting with Mrs. Barnes, the Police Commissioner, in late April.  Parishes have been asked by ABC if they have any suggestions for gypsy and traveller sites.  All but two parishes, one of which was M & S, had increased their precept requests and were concerned about how the percentage increases had been published in Council Tax demands as they also included the rise because of the reduction in the number of band D properties in the tax base consequent on the new way of paying CT benefit.  Some parishes have had to take over the management of public toilets in their villages, which ABC would otherwise have closed, and others were also concerned about the possibility that precepts could be capped in future and that the concurrent function and street cleansing grants would be stopped in 2015.
13.
Other items for report

(a)
Concern was expressed about a site in Blind Lane that had become an eye-sore.  The Clerk was asked to report this to ABC Planning.
14. 
To decide on speaker to be invited to the Annual Parish Meeting in May

It was agreed to invite either Mrs. Shaw or Mrs. Thompson, as they had offered to attend annual parish meetings to explain local needs housing.   
15.      To confirm date of next meeting

Next meeting: Monday 15th April.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
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