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MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 15th October, 2012, in the Church Room, Mersham
PRESENT:  Mr. G. Fletcher (Chairman); Mr. M. Smithers; Mr. P. Turley; Mrs. M. Wells; Mr. K. Stewart; Mr. R. Hansen; Mr. G. Murphy; Cllr. J. Davey.  For part of meeting: Community Warden G. Kingston; PCSO M. Kimpson; Mr. F. Walker.  
1.
Apologies: Mr. S. Phelan (family commitment); Mrs. J. Oakley-Hills (another commitment); PCSO M. Kimpson (unwell). Cllr. P. Bartlett (working)
2.
Declarations of Cllrs’ interests regarding items on the agenda
GF declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in a planning application to be discussed under item 8(a).
3.
      Public participation 
PCSO Kimpson reported that the number of crimes committed in the Weald South area as a whole had increased compared since September, but these were mainly outside the Parish.  There had been 4 crimes in Mersham, which included two assaults at private events.   She warned that there had been a number of opportunistic burglaries in nearby parishes where laptops and other valuables had been left visible in windows.  She was warning residents about this and had produced a poster for the notice board.  Her next surgery at Mersham Post Office was on 13.11.  Mr. Kingston, the Community Warden, had no incidents to report.  He had visited the School on several occasions, once together with the Parking Enforcement Officer from ABC since the zig-zag lines outside the School were now enforceable.
Mr. Walker said that he had attended the last VH meeting.  This item was discussed later in the meeting.   
4.
To approve minutes of the meeting held on 17th September  It was proposed by GM, seconded by KS and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 17.9. should be approved as a true record.
5.
Matters arising   
(a)
 Localism Act  The Clerk had sent Cllrs’ DPI forms to Mr. Mortimer at ABC.

(b)
Casual Vacancy  Mrs. Sharp’s resignation had been reported to ABC and a Casual Vacancy notice had been put on the notice boards and website.  If 10 electors do not request a by-election by 30.10, then the PC would be free to co-opt at the November meeting.  It was agreed that a letter publicising the vacancy should be sent to residents of Sevington North.  SP had agreed to deliver these and GM volunteered help him if required.

6.
Correspondence   

(a)
Temporary recycling facility  This will be open from 29th Oct at the end of Brunswick Road for household waste only.
(b)
Grounds Maintenance  A firm had asked to quote if the PC wish to change mowing contractor.  There were also other local firms who would quote if requested.  It was agreed that this should be discussed in conjunction with the budget.  With a view to improving overall grounds maintenance, a specification should be drawn up for all the work that would routinely be required on the JPF and Millennium Green so that quotes could be obtained during the winter
(c)
Advice Partnership for East Kent  This organisation has been set up to increase access to quality advice for people in East Kent and had invited parish councils to join their partnership.  They focus on advice relating to people’s legal rights and responsibilities.  There is no cost to join.  Cllrs. had looked at the information given on the APEK website and agreed that the PC should join.
(d)
Also received: ACRK Oast to Coast & annual summary for 2011-12; e-mail links to Stour View, ACRK, Came & Co and Ashford Leisure Trust newsletters; KALC draft consultation letters and info. re. training; Kent Highways Ashford District Winter Service Handbook 2012-13; South East Water re. closure of Church Rd. Sevington South to through traffic; KALC Ashford Area minutes of meeting on 3rd Oct; ABC re. Ashford Local Plan to 2030 consultation re. jobs growth and new homes; information re. Rural Housing Week. 
7.
Finance  (a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)

1377  Audit Commission, annual audit for 2011/12 (VAT £27)
162.00


1378  Mr. B. Branson, September salary
97.89


1379  Mr. I. King,             “              “
 81.38


1380  Miss J. Mills,          “              “       less tax
285.81


627.08



Receipts  


ABC, second half of precept/concurrent functions grant for 2011/12
6,655.00


Cooperative Bank, interest on 14 day account (since reconciliation)
12.69


Forthcoming payments in October

Mr. B. Branson, October salary
97.89


Mr. I. King,              “            “
81.38


Miss J. Mills,           “            “  less tax 
285.81


Mr. C. McBarnet, felling dead elm tree in JPF
100.00


HM Customs & Excise, Clerk’s tax for last quarter
159.00


XMA Ltd, toner cartridge   (VAT £10.20)
61.20


Kent Highways, 2 salt bins, 3 refills salt + concrete bases (VAT £220)    “           “
1,320.00*


*when work completed


Receipts expected  VAT when submitted, otherwise
 none

VAT yet to be claimed  (not including invoice for salt bins)
162.91





Transfer 

24.9.  from 14 Day to CD account 
1,000.00


15.10 from CD account to 14 Day   
5,500.00


Bank reconciliation with cash book record 1.4.12 – 10.10.12

Co-op Bank Community Directplus account (statement 248 to 28.9.)
693.48
Co-op Bank 14 day account (statement 82 to 11.7.12 less transfers to 24.9)
26,456.76 
    
27,150.24

Plus ABC deposit on 5.10
6,655.00

33,805.24

Less unpaid cheques (1370, 1378-9)
-251.27

33,553.97
Less petty cash owing to Clerk at 31.3.12
-14.99
Balance at 10.10.12
33,538.98   

Add payments from 1.4.12 to 10.10.12
5,832.61

39,371.59 

Balance carried forward from 2012-2013
23,704.83   

Add receipts from 1.4.12 to 10.10.12
15,666.76

39,371.59


It was proposed by PT, seconded by MW and agreed that the above accounts should be accepted.  

(b) 
To decide on any work to JPF arising from annual inspection  PT had inspected the equipment and did not think that any work was needed on the ‘mushroom’ roundabout as unevenness on the surface was due to the natural shrinkage of the wood.  However, he considered that the caterpillar should be stabilised and GM agreed to help PT do this job.  There was still a lot of moss growing on the surfacing around the slide which should be sprayed again at the appropriate time.  Shrubs and trees on the western side of the JPF would need to be cut back as they were encroaching on the seat and edge of the field.  This should be covered in a new maintenance specification.
(c)  
To confirm cost of laying cross-hatched yellow lines on entrance to footpath near shop  KS had not yet obtained the tape but would do so shortly.  
(d)  
To report on costs for new Christmas lighting  PT had e-mailed Cllrs. with examples of lighting strings from various companies.  Cllrs. favoured smaller, more numerous, white lights and PT would review what was available.  He thought the cost would be in the range of £50 - £70.  This might mean that this year’s budget of £120 was exceeded slightly as the tree and its installation/removal usually cost about £55 and EDF charged £27 last year, although it was for a shorter period than usual.  However, Cllrs. thought this would be reasonable since the current lights are not effective.
(e) 
To report cost of toner cartridge for photocopier  The Clerk had ordered a spare for when the current cartridge runs out at £51 + VAT.  The budget this year was £135 and, including the recent purchase.  £102 had been spent so far this year.
(f)
To report any progress on leasing of Eurostar Meadow  GF had rung Mr. Oakley who said that there had been a delay because another railway company was also involved in the matter.  He had said he would contact the PC earlier in the week, but so far nothing had been received from him.
(g) 
To report on final cost of Diamond Jubilee celebrations in Mersham   GF to report at the next meeting.

8.
Planning
(a)
To report and discuss new applications, ABC decisions, appeals & consultations

Ransley House, Kingsford St.  Listed Building app. Two-storey rear extension, rebuilding of existing single-storey rear extension. Replacement of 5 windows to front elevation with double-glazed units. (S)

Unit 9, The Glenmore Centre, Moat Way  Extension of existing mezzanine floor (retrospective) (NC)

Stone Green Farm, Flood St  Conversion of granary & store into annexe accommodation & construction of tractor & log store.  As the applicant, GF had declared a DPI and withdrew from the meeting.  The Vice-Chairman, KS took the Chair while it was discussed.  (S)

Thorns, Ashford Rd.  Two-storey rear extension & alterations to part of existing conservatory (S)
Cheesemans Green  250 new dwellings with associated parking, landscaped areas & internal roads, amendments to Distribution Roads A & B, details of Distribution Road C & surface water drainage methods. (AC)  Cllrs. wanted further time to consider this application.
Regarding Chequer Tree Paddock, Colliers Hill  Replacement access & new hard standing in front of existing stables. The comments submitted by the PC were:  "While appreciating that the application has a number of advantages for the applicant and improved use of the field space some councillors expressed concern that the revised entry location may degrade the safety for passing traffic. Could we ask you to consider our comments in application 11/00734 which was rejected at appeal and request that the Kent Highways Services and East Kent Public Rights of Way Countryside Access Services are requested to advise on the road safety concerns." 


 ABC applications granted  

3 Glebelands  Proposed two storey rear extension and single storey cat slide extension incorporating velux windows to serve first floor. (S)

The subject matter of the following two items was linked and they were therefore discussed together.
(b)
To confirm PC’s continuing support for local needs housing project at Bower Farm  and
(c)
To discuss the possible use of the Community Right to Build section of the Localism Act in relation to any future development in Mersham village
Ms Shaw had e-mailed after the last meeting to say that she and Ms Thompson would be grateful if the PC could reaffirm its support for English Rural Housing to progress the local needs housing scheme as they will now have to start investing a considerable amount of time and resources.  The site initially proposed would be subject to local consultation, planning approval, etc., but the PC’s continued support will enable Ms Thompson to demonstrate to her board that the PC is willing to take a scheme forward.  The PC last confirmed its interest at the October 2011 meeting, when ABC discussed the Section 106 agreement with the Church Commissioners.
GF reported that it was possible that another suitable site may yet be brought forward and GF, PT, Cllr. Bartlett and the landowner would be meeting Mrs. Ridings to discuss this in the near future.  As this site was currently considered by ABC to be outside the village envelope, there was a need to ensure that it could be treated as an exception site to the usual planning regulations to prevent a precedent being set, which might result in other planning applications for development being submitted on land outside the envelope.  Although the site could not be considered under the current regulations, this may be possible when the Government’s new planning regulations take effect.
It was agreed that the PC should continue to support a scheme for Local Needs Housing and the Clerk would confirm this to Ms Shaw on the understanding that a second site may also be available for consideration.  Cllrs. also agreed that it was important that a new local needs housing survey should be initiated as soon as possible to determine the number of properties which were required.  The Clerk would contact Ms O’Sullivan of ACRK about this.

GF said that there was a possibility that new facilities could be obtained for the Parish through planning gain included the Section 106 agreement for the U19 Sevington commercial site.  He urged Cllrs. to look again at the Parish Plan document and consider the recommendations and wish list with a view to updating these in case the Parish was able to put forward some projects for funding.  Cllr. Davey would also look into this with a view to obtaining funding for the proposed community centre at Sevington/Willesborough.
(d)
To report information from meetings on 3.10 re. Sevington employment site U19 & Junction 10A 
  
Following the PC’s letter to the Leader of ABC, GF was contacted by Mr. Jarman of Hobbs Parker, who is acting on behalf of AXA.  GF, JOH and the Clerk met him on 3.10 and he described the progress so far towards planning applications for U19 and an interim junction 10A.  GF and KS also attended the ABC Councillors’ briefing in the evening.  Information from this had been forwarded to Cllrs.
The application will be for the part of AXA’s land which was approved in the Urban Sites & Infrastructure DPD, i.e. the land west of Highfield Lane.  Only part of this could have been built on during the US & I DPD period if the developers had not been willing to finance an interim junction 10A.  

Local consultation will take place shortly.  A leaflet drop is planned for residents living in Sevington North, Sevington South, either side of the A20, and part, or possibly all, of Mersham.  There will be a public exhibition at Hobbs Parker’s offices.  A design workshop is being organised.  Three residents and three members of the PC will be able to attend.  The date has not yet been finalised but is likely to be in mid- to late-November.  JOH will talk to some Sevington South residents to see if anyone would be able to participate in the workshop.  The applications are likely to be submitted early in 2013.  As part of objections and comments to be made by the PC, Cllrs. will object to any direct link from the site onto Highfield Lane.
9.
Highways & footpath matters

(a) 
Potholes  Potholes in Roman Rd. would be reported.
(b)
Salt  MS reported that the free salt from Kent Highways for use at Chequer Tree junction had been delivered.

(c)
Pedestrian safety from M20 bridge to Old Rectory Close junction  GM was very worried about pedestrian safety along the road into Mersham from the M20 especially after dark.  The Clerk outlined the history of the PC’s attempts to get a pavement and lighting along this part of the road.  It was felt that another effort should be made to reinstate the previous plans which were delayed because Kent Highways had experienced difficulties in obtaining permission for the path.  This would be included in the update of the wish list/Parish Plan recommendations.
10.
Borough Cllrs. reports

Cllr. Bartlett was unable to attend.  Cllr. Davey reported that there had been a good response to the consultation about the proposed community centre.  Space for cultural events was requested, also a café and flexible meeting space.  An architect was to be appointed and a fund-raising committee formed.
11.
Reports
(a)
Village Hall Committee  MW had attended the meeting is on 8.10.  She had queried the income from the nursery hire and was worried that this might not cover the costs of heating during winter months.  Mr. Walker gave the Clerk a copy of the VH Trust Deed.  As mentioned at the last meeting, the PC is the Custodian Trustee and had no responsibility for the management of the VH other than through its representative on the Committee.  Village user organisations can be represented on the Management Committee which would give them the opportunity to air their views and vote.  The next meeting is the AGM which is scheduled for 15th April 2013 at 7.30 p.m. at the Royal Oak.
(b)
School Management  There had been no recent meeting.
(c)
Mersham Junior Playing Field & Millennium Green  Bramble control had been requested by residents on both fields and the Clerk had asked for a quote for the JPF brambles from Red Barn, but this had not yet been received.  PT had reminded Red Barn about the general maintenance work commissioned for the MG earlier in the year.  There was still an issue of maintenance vehicles not always being able to gain access to the MG because of parked vehicles near the shop.
(d)
Sevington Area Management   North & South wards  Nothing to report.

(e)       Tree Wardens  The Mersham Warden had carried out an autumn inspection of the trees in the JPF and did not see any cause for concern.  However, young trees are being damaged by bark removal at their base by strimming.  The Clerk had asked Heber not to strim so close to the trees.  This will mean that there will be some taller grass around the trunks unless the area around them is sprayed with weedkiller.  This would be an item to include on a maintenance schedule for the JPF and MG.
(f)   
KALC Ashford Area meeting on 3.10.  GF had not been able to attend.  The minutes had been received.   
(g)
KALC Dynamic Councillor workshop 24.9.  GM had attended and gave a report on the event which included guidance about what Councillors could do and sources of information.
(h)
Parish On-line mapping seminar  GM had attended and outlined how this system could be used to give PCs information about their area.  A one-month free trial had been offered.  He would circulate information about the mapping tool.  Cllrs. could then decide if they thought it would be useful.  If the PC wished to sign up it would cost £20 plus £20 a year.  GM would e-mail information to Cllrs. and it could then be discussed at the next meeting.
12.  
Other items for report   
(a)
The smell  This is still a problem near the Shop.  The Clerk had reported it before the last meeting but would do so again.
13.
Date of next meeting  Monday, 19th November, 2012, at 7.30 in the Church Room.  
Chairman 
