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MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 19th November, 2012, in the Church Room, Mersham
PRESENT:  Mr. G. Fletcher (Chairman); Mr. M. Smithers; Mr. P. Turley; Mrs. M. Wells; Mr. K. Stewart; Mrs. J. Oakley-Hills.  Cllr J. Davey.   For part of meeting: Community Warden G. Kingston; Cllr. P. Bartlett.  
1.
Apologies: Mr. R. Hansen (unwell); Mr. S. Phelan & Mr. G. Murphy (family commitments).
2.
Declarations of Cllrs’ interests regarding items on the agenda
GF declared a interest in item 8(f)  as he is a Governor of Mersham Primary School.
3.
      Public participation 
Mr. Kingston said that he had heard of no crimes being committed in the immediate area although GF mentioned an attempt to steal some oil from his property.  He had received complaints about dog fouling on the Millennium Green and the path from the shop and will contact the ABC Dog Warden about this.  PCSO Kimpson will be swopping places with another PCSO from Shepway in January.  
4.
To approve minutes of the meeting held on 15th October, 2012  It was proposed by PT, seconded by MS and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 15.10. should be approved as a true record.
5.
To co-opt a Councillor to fill the vacancy in Sevington North ward
ABC had confirmed that the PC is free to co-opt.  A letter had been distributed to Sevington North residents about the vacancy but so far there had been no enquiries or applications from that ward.  There was one applicant from the Mersham ward.  In view of the forthcoming Design Workshop and other events relating to the proposed Sevington employment site, Cllrs. considered it important that a Sevington resident should be co-opted if possible.  It was therefore agreed to defer co-option until the January meeting to give more time to find an applicant or applicants from Sevington North or South 
6.
Matters arising   

(a)
Local Needs Housing Survey   The Clerk gave Cllrs. the letters and surveys to be delivered.   
7.
Correspondence   
(a)
Sevington South salt box  This had been hit by a reversing lorry and was no longer usable.  Cllrs. agreed that it should be replaced and authorised the Clerk to order a new box from KCS.  This expense would be reported at the next meeting.
(b)
South East Water water main upgrade  Following the earlier closures in Highfield Lane and Church Road, Cheesemans Green Lane between Hogben Farm and the railway bridge will be closed to through traffic from 26.11. to 23.1. with a break over Christmas from 21.12. to 7.1. when the road will be temporarily re-opened.  Residents’ and pedestrian access will be maintained.
(c)
Also received: ABC Parish Forum agenda for meeting on 24.10 & minutes of 25.7; ABC Housing News; CPRE response to Ashford Local Plan initial consultation; CPRE Countryside Voice; KCC re Kent Lane Rental Scheme; KALC info. on DCLG Consultation: Technical Review of Planning Appeal Procedures; invitation to Lord-Lt.’s annual Civic Service; KALC Ashford Area meeting agenda and minutes of the last meeting; KALC AGM meeting papers. 
 8.
Finance  (a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)
(a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)

1381  Post Office (HMRC), Clerk’s PAYE for previous 3 months
159.00


1382  XMA Ltd, toner cartridge   (VAT £10.20)
61.20


1383  Mr. B. Branson, October salary
97.89

1384  Mr. I. King,              “            “
81.38


1385  Miss J. Mills,          “              “       less tax
285.81


685.28


Receipts        None



Forthcoming payments in November

Mr. B. Branson, November salary
97.89


Mr. I. King,              “            “
81.38


Miss J. Mills,           “            “  less tax 
285.81


Mr. C. McBarnet, felling dead elm tree in JPF
100.00


KCS, pair of boots for Mersham litter-picker  (VAT £2.06)
12.35


Kent Highways, 2 salt bins, 3 refills salt + concrete bases (VAT £220)    “           “
1,320.00*


*when work completed


Receipts expected   None

VAT yet to be claimed 
173.11





Transfers    None                                                         

Bank reconciliation with cash book record 1.4.12 – 13.11.12

Co-op Bank Community Directplus account (statement 249 to 31.10.)
1,351.12
Co-op Bank 14 day account (statement 82 to 11.7.12 less transfers)
31,969.45 
    
33,320.57

Less unpaid cheques (1370, 84, 85)
-439.19

32,881.38
Less petty cash owing to Clerk at 31.3.12
-14.99
Balance at 13.11.12
32,866.39   

Add payments from 1.4.12 to 13.11.12
6,517.89

39,384.28 

Balance carried forward from 2012-2013
23,704.83   

Add receipts from 1.4.12 to 13.11.12
15,679.45

39,384.28


It was proposed by PT, seconded by MS and agreed that the above accounts should be accepted.

(b)
Annual review of salaries and Christmas bonuses
           The annual street cleansing grant from ABC (£2,044 last year) covers most of Mr. King & Mr. Branson’s salaries.  It was proposed by MS, seconded by JOH and agreed that they should be given a 3% rise from April 2013 and that their Christmas bonuses should be given as usual.
    
Clerks are usually paid according to the national salary award scales for local council clerks published by NALC.  These are agreed between Govt. & the National Joint Council for Local Govt. Services.  There has been a pay freeze on Local Government Services personnel salaries since 2010/11.  No recommendations had yet been made by NALC for increases to part-time Clerks’ remuneration in 2013/14.  The Clerk’s salary would therefore remain the same for the time being.

  
GF drew Cllrs. attention to the fact that the Clerk wished to retire from her post in 2013.  The recruitment of a new Clerk would need discussion at a future meeting.

(c)  
To discuss and approve budget for 2013/14  The Clerk had sent Cllrs. details of the actual expenditure to the end of November, estimated expenditure for the rest of the financial year and a draft budget for 2013/14 with explanatory notes.  A 10% contingency had been allowed.  Next year’s draft income budget was calculated using this year’s precept figure of £12,500.  The concurrent functions grant is being reduced at 7.5% per year. The street cleansing grant is paid in arrears in March and increases are usually small so the budgeted amount estimated for this year and next uses the same amount as for the previous year.  No other grant income is anticipated at present.  


During discussion it was agreed that a further sums of £500 should be added to the amount estimated for mowing and grounds maintenance for 2013/14 in view of the fact that Cllrs. wished to increase the amount of regular maintenance for the JPF and Millennium Green.  It was proposed by PT, seconded by KS and agreed that the draft budget, with this change, should be approved.  

(d)
To decide the precept to be requested for 2013/14

The Clerk had given Cllrs. an estimate of the minimum balance to be carried forward to 2013/14, although this would now be £1,000 less owing to the decision to increase the mowing and maintenance budgets.  Some recurrent expenditure budgeted for 2012/13 would probably not be spent and the actual balance would be higher.  Although income would be less than in 2012/13 Councillors believed that the anticipated balance was satisfactory and that there was no need to increase the precept.  It was therefore proposed by MS, seconded by PT and agreed that this should remain at £12,500 for another year.  


The actual cost per Band D household was not yet known as ABC had not yet announced the Local Tax Base for 2013/14.  Part of the Govt’s welfare reform process replaces council tax benefit with a system of council tax support, the previous benefit now being called a discount.  ABC had sent some correspondence about this a few months ago, but it was not yet clear what effect this might have as far as parishes are concerned.  Mr. Lockwood, ABC’s Finance Manager, had recently said that ABC intended to mitigate the impact on local councils by offsetting any reduction in the precept that this may cause.  However, it may be that they will be allowed to give PC’s a tax base excluding the impact of the changes, which would also mean that PCs’ LTB figures will not be affected.  Further information was awaited from ABC.
(e)  
To decide whether to subscribe to Parish Online GIS mapping  It was decided that more time was needed to look at the information circulated by GM and this item was deferred to the next meeting.  

(f)
To consider (i) annual s. 137 donation to Mersham Primary School   GF declared an interest in this item as he is a Governor of the School.  The annual donation to Mersham School was a long-standing one which is used for additional educational materials such as books, computer software, etc.  It was proposed by PT, seconded by KS and agreed that in accordance with its powers under sections137 and 139 of the Local Govt. Act 1972, the PC should donate £175 to Mersham School for the current financial year, which, in the opinion of the PC is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.
(g)  
To decide on annual donation to Kent Tree Warden scheme   The Scheme had been running for over 19 years and used to be administered by the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers.  It has recently been transferred to a new organisation ‘Kent Tree & Pond Wardens’.  Their aim is to co-ordinate local action to develop and protect Kent’s woodlands, trees and ponds and they will train volunteers in the necessary skills as BTCV did previously.  The parish has two Tree Wardens.  The PC had given a donation each year and £50 had been included in this year’s budget.  It was proposed by MS, seconded by KS and agreed that a £50 donation should be given.

(h)  
To approve purchase of Christmas tree for Oaklands Green & power supply   The cost of the Christmas tree last year including putting it up and taking it away, was £53.16.  It was agreed that a taller tree was needed and the Clerk would find out how much a 15’ tree would cost.  EDF had charged  £27 for the power last year.   Some new lights are being purchased and the cost would be reported at the next meeting.  It was proposed by MW, seconded by MS and agreed that in accordance with its powers under sections137 and 139 of the Local Govt. Act 1972, the PC should incur the expense of erecting a Christmas tree and lighting, which, in the opinion of the PC is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.
(i)  
To confirm cost of laying yellow lines on footpath entrance near Shop  This had not yet been done and KS would report at the next meeting.
(j)  
To report cost of new safety boots for Mersham litter-picker  The Mersham litter picker needed new wellington boots.  The Clerk had ordered a pair from Kent County Supplies.  They cost £10.29 + VAT.
(k)  
To report any progress on leasing of Eurostar Meadow  GF had spoken to Mr. Oakley who had said that there were still problems with Railtrack.  The Clerk would write to see if the PC could contact Railtrack direct about these.
(l)  
To report on final cost of Diamond Jubilee celebrations in Mersham  GF is still awaiting the final figures.
9.
Planning
(a)
To report and discuss new applications, ABC decisions, appeals & consultations

Cheesemans Green  Construction of 3 lakes, associated public art & landscaping adj. to the Principal Access Road at Cheesemans Green & erection of a sculpture at the junction of the PAR & A2070. The Clerk will send some comments about the landscaping and query how the public areas will be managed and by whom.

McDonalds Drive Through, Orbital Pk  Double-sided sign to be added to existing Arch logo sign (NC)

Lynwood, Bower Road  Erection of a single storey side and rear family room extension and provision of pitched roof to the rear bay window (S)

Chequer Tree Paddock  An amended plan had been sent which moved the proposed access and reduced to amount of hard-standing.  It was agreed to comment that there is still concern about road safety and querying the extent to which the visibility splay, which needs to be cleared of obstructions over 0.9m, could be provided as it may impinge on adjacent land which is not in the ownership of the applicant.  Cllrs. believed that the caravan and storage container marked on the plan should have been removed as a condition attached to the stable building.   
 

Applications granted by ABC  

Land opposite Ransley House, Kingsford Street Change of use of detached land to residential garden and the erection of a sectional garage. (S)
CCL Labels, Unit G. Ashford Business Pk  Discharge of conditions 3,4,5,8,9,12. (NC)

Stonelees, Laws Lane  Conversion of barn into residential for occupation by carer. (S)

Cheeseman’s Green   Discharge of condition 3. (NC)
Applications gone to appeal
Good Intent Cottage, Frith Rd (courtesy consultation) Conversion & Extension of existing outbuilding to form dwelling. 

Homebase, Ashford Business Pk  Re-cladding of existing unit (S)  


Cheeseman’s Green  The Clerk had submitted some comments on the revised plans for Phase 3 supporting the objections from Highways, Kent Wildlife Trust, and Cllr. Bartlett, saying that the PC’s previous comments about the landscaping and ecology still apply and deploring the fact that there is still no management plan for Captain’s Wood, which has been neglected for years.  The Kent Wildlife Trust would be grateful if the PC could write to ABC asking for this to be expedited.  It was agreed that the Clerk should do this.
The Urban Sites & Infrastructure Development Plan Document was adopted by ABC on 18.10.12.

(b) 
To report on meeting with ABC on 30.10. re land behind Village Hall  GF reported on the meeting with Mrs. Ridings, which was left open-ended after everyone had expressed their views.  Mrs. Ridings had suggested that the landowner should present a costed plan of what he would be prepared to give to the village.
(c) 
To discuss Parish Plan wish list priorities and possible action  Although this would not be relevant for the AXA site, as it was non-residential, GF asked Cllrs. to look through the Parish Plan recommendations and wish list so that this could be updated. 

(d)
To give an update on issues re. Sevington AXA site & Junction 10A   Hobbs Parker had sent out a newsletter advertising the public exhibition on 7.11. although the distribution was inadequate.  PT, JOH and MS will attend the design workshop on 22.11 which follows a site visit the previous day.  Six Sevington South residents had been invited.  Hobbs Parker will organise another exhibition in Mersham and Cllr. Bartlett would like to hold a residents’ meeting on the same evening.  

10.
Highways and footpath matters
Footpaths, Cheesemans Green    The footpath through Captain’s Wood was impassable and this had been reported to the PROW officer.
Potholes, etc.  JOH also reported potholes in Cheesemans Green Lane, damage to a bridge parapet due to a vehicle fire and damaged wire fencing that could have been dangerous for cyclists.  These have been reported to KCC.
Direction sign, A20 junction  One of the Highway signs had been damaged by a vehicle.  This had been reported.  
Railings, Sevington footbridge   A lorry had backed into a handrail at the entrance to the path leading to the footbridge and bent it.  However, it is still firmly fixed in the ground.  Highways say they are not responsible for it but that it isn’t dangerous.  

 


Advertising  Highways e-mailed to say that they had written to local pubs asking them to remove illegally-erected advertising banners and signs, otherwise Highways would remove them.  Cllrs. approved this action.
11.
Borough Councillors’ reports


Cllr. Davey had spoken to a resident who had concerns about noise from the Business Park.  Environmental Health was looking into this and into the strong smell of coffee coming from the Park.  She was also very concerned about the proposed Sevington AXA site and the plans for Junction 10A.

Cllr. Bartlett said that the latest application for the Green Street phase of Cheeseman Green raised some flooding issues.  The CG developers still wanted the ‘nib’ to be used for residential purposes rather than commercial.  Cllr. Bartlett had met Mr. Alderton about the AXA site and felt that ABC was under great pressure to deal with it.  He was raising the matter with Damian Green MP.  There was serious doubt about the lorry movements from the site and this should be clarified in a Traffic Impact Assessment.  Cllr. Bartlett reported that Taylor Wimpey, the adjacent landowners, had not been invited to the Design Workshop.  
12.
Reports 

 (a)
Village Hall Committee  The next meeting is the AGM which is scheduled for 15th April.   
(b)
School Management  GF had attended a Governors’ meeting, but there was nothing significant to report.
(c)
Mersham Junior Playing Field & Millennium Green  PT would stabilise the caterpillar.  The dead elm had been removed.
(d)
Sevington Area Management   South ward  JOH reported that there had been an informal meeting of local residents about the AXA site, but no formal group had yet been formed.  


North Ward  No report.
(e)       Tree Wardens  Some ash saplings in hedges along Cheeseman’s Green Lane looked as though they might have ash die-back.  

(d)   
Parish Forum 24.10.  No-one had been able to attend.   

13.
Other items for report  There were none
14.      To confirm dates of meetings in 2013

Next meeting: Monday, 21st January, 2013
Then: 18th Feb; 25th March*; 15th April;

Annual Parish Meeting/Annual Meeting of PC 20th May; 17th June; 15th July; 16th September;

21st October; 18th November


*1 week later than usual
Chairman 
