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MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 18th June, 2012, in the Church Room, Mersham
PRESENT:  Mr. G. Fletcher (Chairman); Mr. K. Stewart; Mr. G. Murphy; Mr. R. Hansen; Mrs. M. Wells; Mr. S. Phelan; Mrs. J. Oakley-Hills. PCSO M. Kimpson & Community Warden G. Kingston attended for item 3.
1.
Apologies: Mr. M. Smithers (another commitment); Mr. P. Turley (abroad); Mrs. L. Sharp (working); Cllr. J. Davey (working).
2.
Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda   There were none.
3.
Public participation
PCSO Kimpson reported on a recent theft and burglary in the area.  However, crime figures for the Borough ward as a whole were down by just over 30% compared with the same period last year.  She also reported on other matters which had been raised by residents at the Annual Parish Meeting.  She would be holding her next ‘surgery’ in the village shop on 26.6. and on line on 5.7.
Mr. Kingston also reported on some concerns which had been raised by residents.  Fly-tipping of builder’s rubbish in Highfield Lane had been reported and cleared by ABC.
4.
To approve minutes of the last meeting  
It was proposed by KS, seconded by MW and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 21st May, 2012 should be approved as a true record.
5.
Matters arising   

(a)

Dog fouling  A letter from GF to residents had been sent out after the last meeting.  Signs had been put up near the Millennium Green prior to the Jubilee celebrations and it was agreed to put up some permanent ones.   

(b)
Localism   GF will contact the Chairman of Aldington PC to invite him to a meeting to discuss the scheme Aldington have been operating for some time.  Notes from ABC about proposed devolution of services were given to Cllrs.  
(c)
Multi-Agency Flood Plan   Documents from the seminar attended by GM had been circulated.  It was not considered necessary to draw up detailed contingency plans for flooding in the lower part of the parish.  This was already covered by the Environment Agency’s alerts to home owners, and any flooding was usually of short duration.  However, it was thought that if any major problems did arise from flooding, snow, or other emergency, a special meeting of the PC should be called immediately to discuss any necessary action.
(d)
The ‘smell’  Southern Water had reported that they had finished sealing the manhole covers and hoped that this would solve the problem.  However, a resident had already mentioned that the smell was still evident.  This should be monitored and if further complaints are received, Southern Water should be notified.
 
6.
Correspondence   

(a)
PCSO Kimpton conducted a speed check last month on The Street in Mersham and, during the 50 minutes she was there, 70 cars travelled through between 15:05 and 15:55 with the average speed being 24.6 MPH.  The fastest vehicle was travelling at 35 mph. 

(b)
Diamond Jubilee Civic Awards  ABC want to honour those people who “have delivered community service by outstanding achievement or dedicated contribution within the Borough”.  Nominations have to be in by 14th Sept.  
(c)
KALC Ashford Area meeting  The next meeting is on 20.6.  GF and KS will try to attend.

(d)
Formal Notice of the Preparation of Kent County Council’s Minerals and Waste Local Plan   KCC is part way through the process of preparing new Minerals and Waste Local Plans.  The sites in the parish are at the railhead in Sevington which has been used for mineral transportation for some years.  Plans by Bretts have already been approved by KCC for a waste transfer station and continued transportation of minerals at the railhead. 
(e)
Also received: CPRE Kent Voice; Southern Water re. current water resources situation; KALC request for AGM motions & info. re. Cllrs. Conference; ABC Diamond Jubilee Award info; CPRE Kent info. re. planning update newsletter; KCC consultation into future library services.
7.
Finance  (a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)

1352  Broker Network Ltd, insurance premium renewal
949.00


1353  M. Osborne- Red Barn Gardens, work at JPF
250.00


1354  cancelled


1355  Mr. B. Branson, May salary & increase omitted from April salary
100.78


1356  Mr. I. King,         “        “      “        “            “         “       “       “
83.72


1357  Miss J. Mills, May salary & underpayment from April
291.01

           1358  KCPFA, 2012/13 subscription
20.00


1,694.51  


Receipts  Cooperative Bank, interest on CDA account
0.13

Forthcoming payments in July

Mr. B. Branson, June salary
97.89


Mr. I. King, June salary
81.38


Miss J. Mills, June salary less tax
285.81

EDF, power for Christmas tree lighting  (VAT £1.33)                                        
27.89

Kent Highways, 2 salt bins, 3 refills salt + concrete bases (VAT £220)    “           “
1,320.00


Post Office Ltd. (HMRC) Clerk’s tax April-June less tax overpaid 2011/12
47.58
 
Receipts expected   None


VAT yet to be claimed  (when EDF & Highways invoices are paid)
319.89



Transfers   None
Bank reconciliation with cash book record 1.4.12 – 20.6.12

Co-op Bank Community Directplus account (statement 244 to 31.5.)
530.45
Co-op Bank 14 day account (bank statement 81 to 11.4.12)
28,956.76 
    
29,487.21
Less petty cash owing to Clerk at 31.3.12
-14.99
Balance at 20.6.12
29,472.22   
Add payments from 1.4.12 to 20.6.12
2,944.16

32,416.38 

Balance carried forward from 2012-2013
23,704.83   

Add receipts from 1.4.12 to 20.6.12
8,711.55

32,416.38

It was proposed by RH, seconded by JOH and agreed that the above accounts should be accepted.
 (b)      To report purchase of cement to install seat in JPF  Deferred as PT not present.

(c) 
To discuss/approve tree surgery to elm in JPF         Deferred to next meeting awaiting quotation.
(d)
To report any further progress regarding Eurostar Meadow  No further communication had been received from Mr. Oakley despite his assurances that there should be no problem in the PC leasing the Meadow.  GF would ring him and ask if he could give details of an alternative contact who could deal with the matter.
(e) 
To report on Diamond Jubilee celebrations  The event had been a great success and feedback had been good from residents.  A meeting of the working group to finalise matters was to be held shortly and a financial report would be given at the next PC meeting.  It was hoped that those who organised the event may agree to form a fete committee for an event in 2013.
(f)  
To discuss frequency of mowing & strimming Millennium Green  It was agreed that after GF had kindly re-mown the MG just before the Jubilee, it had looked very smart.  Cllrs. were concerned that it was not mown often or well enough.  GF agreed to try and arrange a meeting with Heber to discuss frequency of mowing and if necessary, would ask for a quote for greater frequency to be discussed at a future PC meeting.  
8.
Planning
(a)
To report and discuss new applications, ABC decisions, appeals & consultations


West Eaton, Kingsford Street  Roof conversion to form one bedroom and a shower room (S if neighbours do not object)
Monchique, Bower Road, Mersham  Single-storey infill extension to provide garage and internal alterations. (S if neighbours do not object)
Bliby Business Centre, Mersham   Extension & improvement of existing industrial/warehouse units, demolition of existing sub-standard units and erection of replacement industrial/warehouse units and alterations to access and parking, turning areas and landscaping. (S)
Land at Cheesemans Green  The substitution of units 106 - 109 and 118 - 121 of approved reserved matters application 09/01566/AS. All other matters including layout, amenity space, parking and access remain the same as the approved reserved matters. (NC)


Caffyns, Monument Way, Sevington  Alterations to existing car sales and workshop building, alterations to car park layout, addition of valeting building and overnight delivery area to rear and new landscaping. (NC)
Beeches, Kingsford Street  Conversion of existing garage into living accommodation and the erection of a new carport. (S)
Bell House, The Forstal  Revision to move the position of the approved garage further into the site away from the adjoining access road on planning permission reference 12/00389/AS for erection of oak framed garage and workshop building. (for info only)

 ABC applications granted  


90 Church Road, Sevington  Single-storey rear extension. (S)

Application withdrawn by applicant

Bell House, The Forstal   Oak framed orangery to the south west elevation of the property. (S)

Appeal: Chequer Tree Paddock.  The Appeal Inspector’s site visit has taken place.  He also visited the applicants’ current site.  Cllrs. felt that this should not be relevant to whether the application site is allowed or not.  The Inspector’s decision is awaited.
 9. 
Highways & footpaths
(a)
Obstruction of footpath near Shop   There had been complaints from residents about the problem for wheelchair and buggy users who cannot access or exit the footpath next to the village shop when cars are parked over it.  Cllr. Wickham had contacted the PROW Officer, Mr. Twycross, and a meeting had been arranged on site on 20.6. to discuss possible action. GF, MS, MW and RH would attend.
(b)
Defra consultation on improvements to the policy & legal framework for Public Rights of Way  
KALC will be drafting a response to this consultation shortly and will send it to member Councils to consider and use or adapt for their own purposes.
10.
Borough Councillors’ reports  Cllr. Bartlett and Cllr. Davey were unable to attend.
11.      Reports

(a)
Village Hall Committee  No meeting until October.
(b)
School Management   GF reported that an OFSTED inspection was in progress and he thought that the School would do well.
(c)  
Mersham Junior Playing Field   The new seat had been installed.  The Clerk was asked to query the definition of the insurer’s term ‘competent person’ in relation to inspections of the equipment.
(d) 
Sevington Area Management   North ward  A request had been made for the grass under the notice board to be replaced by slabs or concrete.  The ownership of the verge was not certain and concrete could prevent access to services which might run underneath.  If necessary, SP would speak to the resident concerned.  South ward  JOH mentioned that noise levels from the lorry park had increased recently.  It was suggested that her previously-successful tactic of phoning the owners or Environmental Health should be followed if the problem continued.  
(e)
Tree wardens   Nothing to report.
12.
Other items for report    

RH mentioned that the footpath at the top of Burgate Field was reported to be overgrown in places.  He would talk to the PROW Officer about this at the meeting on 20.6.

13.
Date of next meeting  Monday, 16th July, 2012
Chairman 
