MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
SIGNIFICANT VARIATIONS IN THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS
Year ending 31st March 2013
Box 3 
Total other receipts:  More by £3,394 due to:









  


       £
Two years’ street cleansing grants from Ashford Borough Council paid in year          4,128

due to the 2011/12 payment being delayed to April 2012.
Bank account interest higher by 








3

Concurrent grant from ABC reduced



 
 

       (80)
General receipts less because less received in grants/donations                                  (400)
VAT reclaimed less









      (257)











     3,394
Box 6 
Total other payments:  Less by £993 due to:

Section 137 payments more in 2012/13 mainly due to an annual donation for 

2011/12 paid in 2012/13 as well as current year’s donation.  Also donation 

given to a local group in 2012/13 which was not given in previous year

       618

Repairs and maintenance higher in 2012/13 due to more grounds maintenance

carried out and increase in maintenance charges




       220
Donations, subscriptions and insurance total higher in 2012/13 mainly due

to one subscription for 2013/14 being paid in March rather than April

        42

General administration costs lower in 2012/13 mainly due to reduced cost of

toner for photocopier






                            (28)
Capital/equipment costs lower in 2012/13 as no expenditure for new seat

and re-erecting Jubilee beacon as there had been in 2011/12.  There was

only one purchase of a salt bin in 2012/13
         




     (645)

Other costs were higher in 2011/12 due to payments supporting the Village

Fete, installation of a new seat and for two training course fees for Councillors.

There was no fete in 2012/13 and only one training course fee in 2012/13.

     (995)

VAT payments were less in 2012/13






     (205)













     
     (993)

Box 7           Balances carried forward  More by £5,656

Receipts more in 2012/13 (see Box 3 above)





   4,733 

Payments less in 2012/13 (see Box 4 & Box 6 above)
 



      923













   5,656

Explanation for total reserves on page 2
The total reserves of £29,360 are £4,360 more than twice the precept of £12,500. Reserves have gradually increased over the years although the precept has remained the same since 2008/9 and will be the same in 2013/14.  When the amounts budgeted for recurrent and capital expenditure in 2013/14, plus a 10% contingency, are taken into account, the reserve will be £14,275 for that year.
It has not been necessary so far to use the 10% contingency amounts budgeted and some budgeted items have not been spent in year.  For instance a sum of £5,000 has been earmarked for a village sign, the design of which has not yet been decided upon.  
Due to budget constraints, Ashford Borough Council is reducing its concurrent function grants to parishes each year and it is possible that these, and street cleansing grants, may cease to be paid in 2015. There is also a possibility that Parish Council precepts will be capped by the Government in 2014/15.  Councillors therefore feel justified in maintaining a healthy balance as this may reduce the need to raise the precept by large amounts in future years.  Mersham & Sevington is one of only two parishes in the Ashford area not to have increased its precept for 2013/14.  
