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MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 16th July, 2012, in the Church Room, Mersham
PRESENT:  Mr. G. Fletcher (Chairman); Mr. M. Smithers; Mr. P. Turley; Mrs. M. Wells; Mr. S. Phelan; Cllr. J. Davey. Community Warden G. Kingston.
1.
Apologies: Mr. K. Stewart (working); Mr. G. Murphy (another commitment); Mr. R. Hansen (away); Mrs. L. Sharp (away); Mrs. J. Oakley-Hills (away).  PCSO M. Kimpson.  Cllr. P. Bartlett.
2.
Declarations of Cllrs’ interests regarding items on the agenda
Information about the new Code of Conduct and the need to declare ‘Disclosable Pecuniary Interests’ (DPI) and any ‘Other Significant Interests’ had been sent to Cllrs.  
A Cllr. with a DPI in a matter under consideration at a meeting cannot make representations, give evidence or answer questions and must leave the meeting while the matter is under discussion and voting takes place.  DPI’s also have to be declared where they apply to a Cllr’s. husband/wife/civil partner, where the member is aware that the other person has the interest.  Declarations of DPIs should be made at meetings even if they have been previously registered with the Monitoring Officer.

There were no declarations of interest regarding items on the agenda. 
3. 
To adopt a new Code of Conduct to conform with The Localism Act 2011
NALC and Mr. Mortimer, ABC’s Monitoring Officer had sent model Codes of Conduct which had been forwarded to Cllrs.  As ABC will be responsible for taking action if the Code is breached by PCs, it had been suggested by Ashford Area KALC that it would be sensible to adopt the ‘Kent’ model sent by ABC.  Mr. Mortimer had updated this to take account of differences between Borough and Parish Councils.  However, there were still some ambiguities since the term ‘the Authority’ used in the document could refer to both ABC and the PC, so the Clerk had added a separate definition to clarify this.  A copy of the amended Code had been given to Cllrs.  It was proposed by GF, seconded by PT and agreed that the ‘Kent’ model should be adopted and a copy put on the PC’s website.
The PC’s Standing Orders will have to be amended to take account of the Code change.  The Clerk will draft a new version for Cllrs. to consider.   Dispensations to allow speaking or voting on a matter in which Cllrs. have a DPI can be issued by the PC in certain circumstances detailed in the draft Code of Conduct.  The PC will have to put procedures in place for dealing with these.  
4.
Public participation session

Mr. Kingston, the Community Warden, gave a report.  He had assisted Denne & Sons by supervising School parking for two days at the beginning and ending of the School day as they had a large number of HGV movements.  He had been involved in the Ashford area ‘Safety in action’ event for primary school children in their last year at junior school.  Topics included road and internet safety.  Some children from Mersham School had attended.    Mr. Kingston also went to the School sports day.  The Police had asked him to highlight recent burglaries from outbuildings in the area; residents should be particularly vigilant. 

PCSO Kimpson could not attend the meeting, but had sent a report which had been forwarded to Cllrs.
5.
To approve minutes of last meeting  It was proposed by MW, seconded by SP and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 18th June should be approved as a true record.
6.
Matters arising   There were none which would not be dealt with during the meeting.
7.
Correspondence   

(a)
Highfield Lane/Church Lane closure  South East Water is to install a new water main from the A20 along these roads as far as Maytree Cottages and then on to Waterbrook Avenue.  The roads will be closed to through traffic only from 23rd July to mid-November.  A diversion will be signposted via the A2070.  Access to homes and businesses will be maintained at all times.
(b)
Speed check  PCSO Kimpson had carried out a speed check on The Street in Mersham on 19.6.  She was there for 45 mins.  The average speed was 27.3 mph. 
(c)
Parish Forum meeting    The next meeting is on 25.7.  GF will attend.  A letter had been received from the Deputy Chief Executive about changes to local Council Tax Support Schemes which would affect PC’s.  This topic would be discussed at the meeting.
(d)
Also received: ACRK Oast to Coast magazine; ACRK Rural News 117 & 118; ABC info. about Design Award Scheme; KCC letter re. reporting problems with PROWs on line; KCC Notice of Confirmation of Public Path Order for diversion of part of AU33 in Sevington; KCC letter re. Kent Lane Rental Scheme consultation www.kent.gov.uk/kentlane2012; KALC Ashford Area Committee meeting minutes of 18.7; ABC info. re. Olympic Torch relay; Clerks & Councils Direct; letter from South East Water about lifting the hosepipe ban; KALC Parish News 362.

8.
Finance  (a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)

1359  EDF, power for Christmas tree lighting  (VAT £1.33)                                        
27.89 

1360  Mr. B. Branson, June salary
97.89


1361  Mr. I. King, June salary
81.38


1362  Miss J. Mills, June salary less tax 
285.81


1363  Post Office Ltd. (HMRC) Clerk’s tax April-June less tax overpaid 2011/12
47.58


540.55



Receipts

Cooperative Bank, interest on CDA account
0.21


KCC, Member’s grant for Jubilee celebrations in Mersham
300.00


Forthcoming payments in July

Mr. B. Branson, July salary
97.89


Mr. I. King, July salary
81.38


Miss J. Mills, July salary less tax + tax refund from 2011/12 (£111.42) & petty cash

               owing from 2011/12 (£14.99) & 1.4.-22.6 (£13.10)
425.32


Mersham Village Fete, transfer of KCC grant for Jubilee celebrations
300.00


Mersham PCC, hire of Church Room for meetings Jan-June
55.00


Mr. P. Turley, cost of cement & ballast for installing seat at JPF  (VAT £4.02)
24.16

Kent Highways, 2 salt bins, 3 refills salt + concrete bases (VAT £220)    “           “
1,320.00*


*when work completed


Receipts expected   None


VAT yet to be claimed  (when Highways invoices are paid)
323.91



Transfers  


13.6.12 Transfer from 14 Day account to CD account
300.00
Bank reconciliation with cash book record 1.4.12 – 10,7.12

Co-op Bank Community Directplus account (statement 245 to 29.6.)
935.58
Co-op Bank 14 day account (bank statement 81 to 11.4.12 + /- transfers)
28,456.76 
    
29,392.34

Less unpaid cheques (1360, 1363)
-145.47

29,246.87
Less petty cash owing to Clerk at 31.3.12
-14.99
Balance at 10.7.12
29,231.88   

Add payments from 1.4.12 to 10.7.12
3,484.71

32,716.59 

Balance carried forward from 2012-2013
23,704.83   

Add receipts from 1.4.12 to 10.7.12
9,011.76

32,716.59


It was proposed by MS, seconded by PT and agreed that the above accounts should be accepted.  

(b)       To approve cost of laying cross-hatched yellow lines on entrance to footpath near Shop  A meeting took place on 20.6. attended by Cllr. Wickham; Mr. Twycross, the PROW Officer; GF; MS; RH; MW and the Clerk to discuss ways to deter motorists who park over the footpath near the shop and prevent access by residents with wheelchairs and pushchairs.  In the first instance, Mr. Twycross suggested that the PC could try installing some criss-cross yellow lines on the first few feet of the path to highlight it as a no-parking area.  This could be reinforced by a notice fixed to the footpath sign post.  This is something that the PC would have to pay for as neither PROW nor KCC Highways would be legally required to do it.  It was understood that KF could source some yellow tape that can be heat -sealed to the tarmac.  As the cost was not yet known, and the work might possibly be done before the next meeting, It was proposed by PT, seconded by MS and agreed that up to £100 could be spent without further reference to Cllrs.
If this fails to solve the problem, Mr. Twycross could arrange for a lockable bollard to be installed at KCC’s expense.  Keys could be issued to the mowing contractor and anyone else who needed vehicular access to the Millennium Green.  However, the bollard would have to be flush with the tarmac surface and so some excavation would be necessary.  There would have to be checks made first to make sure that no service pipes would be affected.
It was suggested that some yellow lines might also deter drivers from obstructing the JPF entrance.  As the track belongs to ABC, the Clerk would check that this would be permissible.

(c)      To report purchase of cement to install seat in JPF  The cost of cement and ballast amounted to £24.16 less £4.02 VAT.  Councillors gave a vote of thanks to PT and KS for doing the work. 
(d) 
To discuss/approve tree surgery to elm in JPF  Mr. McBarnet had quoted £100 for felling the diseased elm tree and taking away the debris.  The budget for JPF maintenance is £1,500 (excluding mowing); £250 has been spent so far.  It was proposed by MS, seconded by MW and agreed that Mr. McBarnet should be asked to do the work after the School holidays.
(e)
To report any progress on leasing of Eurostar Meadow  GF had tried to ring Mr. Oakley to see if there was anyone else we could liaise with to speed things up. However, he was not available.  He will try again.
(f) 
To report on Diamond Jubilee celebrations finances   KCC had deposited Cllr. Wickham’s grant for £300 in the PC’s account during June.  A cheque had been issued to transfer this to the Fete account.

(g)  
To discuss frequency of mowing & strimming Millennium Green  GF had spoken with Mr. Morris of Heber.  The grass was cut the next day on 30.6.  Both the entrance to the JPF and the MG had been blocked by vehicles and residents had to be contacted by Cllrs. and asked to move them.

It was thought that the frequency of mowing had not been sufficient so far this season.  The Clerk would draw up a form to keep a record of the dates when the grass had been cut.  It was agreed that Heber should be asked to mow the JPF the same number of times as the Millennium Green, approximately 16 times per season. 
9.
Planning
(a)
To report and discuss new applications, ABC decisions, appeals & consultations


Good Intent Cottage, Aldington (courtesy consultation)  Conversion & extension of existing outbuilding to form dwelling. (NC) 
Unit 9, the Glenmore Centre, Moat Way  Application for lawful development certificate: extension of existing mezzanine floor. (NC)

 ABC applications granted  


Carpetright, Units 4 and 5, Ashford Trade Centre, Hall Avenue, Orbital Park  Change of use from a Class B warehouse to a Trade Centre (Sui Generis use). (NC)

26 Cherry Glebe  New pitched roof and first floor side extension over entrance hall, cloakroom and existing kitchen extension (S)


Elm Tree Farm  Erection of an agricultural store building. (Prior approval not required.)


Certificate of lawful development granted

67 Church Road, Sevington  Laying a concrete base & placement of a mobile home (16' x 40') to be used as an annex. (PC not consulted)


Planning appeal dismissed

Chequer Tree Paddock, Colliers Hill  Construction of replacement access & change of use of land for stationing one residential mobile home & residential curtilage for use by one gypsy family. (O)


GF had been given a copy of a pre-application request to ABC Planning for a small housing development on land behind the Village Hall and their response, which was unfavourable.  It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting.
ABC was consulting on proposed changes to the Urban Sites & Infrastructure DPD which had been made in the light of the Inspector’s comments. The Clerk had circulated extracts relating to the Sevington industrial site and Junction 10/10a.  Cllrs. noted these but did not wish to make any comments.
10.
Highways and footpath matters   
(a)
The verge and hedge at the junction of Church Road and Church Lane was getting overgrown and interfering with the sightlines from Church Lane.  The Clerk would contact Caretech and ask if these could be cut.

11. 
Borough Councillors’ reports

Cllr. Davey said that ABC is consulting residents in the Highfield/Sevington North area concerning the need for a Community Centre.  Some leaflets had been printed and SP would try to obtain some for distribution to residents in Church Road.  The consultation ends on 14.9.  

At the Annual Parish Meeting she had offered to try and help a resident who was suffering from lorry noise, but so far she had heard nothing further from him.

12.
Reports
(a)
Village Hall Committee  No meeting.  Nothing to report.

(b)
School Management  GF reported that the School had received a ‘good’ report from the recent Ofsted inspection; it had improved since the previous visit.  There were several new teachers.
(c)
Mersham JPF  The Clerk had been passed a spare goal net for the 5-a-side goals.  PT would look to see if either of the current ones needed changing.   


It was agreed that any Cllrs. visiting the JPF between PT’s inspections should alert the Clerk if there were any faults to report.  The RoSPA inspection would take place during the summer.  

PT said that the hedge needed cutting along the track behind the houses.  Moss had also grown again on the sand-filled surfacing due to the wet weather.  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask Red Barn for a quotation for doing this work.  The grass had been cut since his report.  The Clerk confirmed that the Tree Warden had inspected the Turkey oak for deadwood when it came into leaf in the spring.  No work seemed to be necessary.  He would check it again in the Autumn.  PT said that the caterpillar was wobbling and needed some attention on one side, but that this should not be difficult to resolve.

(d)
Sevington Area Management   North & South wards  Nothing to report.
(e)
Tree Wardens  Nothing to report.
(f)  
KALC Ashford Area meeting on 20.6.  GF and KS attended. The minutes had been received.   GF reported that there had been an update on localism.  ABC will only work with 5 or 6 parishes at a time and any schemes would not start until 2014.  There was some discussion about the lack of signage indicating that the Tourist Office is part of the Ashford Gateway.  Information was given about adoption of a new Code of Conduct and how the Standards Board would operate.  The next meeting would be 18.7 and GF would try to attend. 

13.  
Other items for report   There were none.
14.
Date of next meeting  There will be a recess in August.  The next meeting will be on Monday, 17th September. 2012, at 7.30 in the Church Room.  
Chairman 
