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MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 21st January, 2013, in the Church Room, Mersham
PRESENT:  Mr. G. Fletcher (Chairman); Mr. M. Smithers; Mr. P. Turley; Mrs. M. Wells; Mr. K. Stewart; Mrs. J. Oakley-Hills; Mr. S. Phelan; Mr. G. Murphy.   For part of meeting: Community Warden G. Kingston. Three residents also attended.  
1.
Apologies:  Cllr J. Davey (attending another meeting); Cllr. P. Bartlett (working abroad);  Mr. R. Hansen (unwell).
2.
Local Needs Housing  This item was deferred to the February meeting as Mrs. O’Sullivan of ACRK was unable to attend due to the snowy weather.  
3.         Declarations of Cllrs’ interests regarding items on the agenda  There were none.
4.
      Public participation 
Mr. Kingston reported that there had recently been one car theft and a burglary in the Mersham area.  Dog fouling on the Millennium Green is still an issue, but ABC now has only one Dog Warden.  GF said that he had also received complaints.  The PC had sent a letter to residents last year about this issue, but it was still a problem which needed to be addressed.  Mr. Kingston invited anyone with concerns about elderly and infirm residents to speak to him regarding a Winter Intervention Support Kent (WISK) programme that is available.  Community Wardens are highlighting Southern Water’s campaign about the blockages and flooding which can be caused when fat is poured down drains.  ‘Fat traps’ are available and the Clerk would mention this in the next edition of The Villager.
A resident raised the issue of the J10A application.  He said that there were serious implications for traffic congestion if only half of the originally-planned Junction 10A is built and this would affect residents from many Ashford parishes.  He therefore suggested that the PC ask for this to be put on the KALC Ashford Area meeting agenda for discussion.  This was agreed.  The Clerk would contact the secretary and GF would speak to the Chairman.   GF thought that this should also be put on the agenda for the Parish Forum in April.

Another resident reported that there was a problem with cars being driven at speed around the empty Homebase/Allied Carpets car park at Ashford Business Park and this was causing a disturbance to residents in Church Road.  The owners of the car park had refused to gate it. This had been reported to the PCSO’s.  JOH would follow this matter up.  The Clerk would let Cllr. Davey know.
5.
To approve minutes of the meeting held on 19th November, 2012  It was proposed by PT seconded by MW and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 19.11. should be approved as a true record.
6.
To co-opt a Councillor to fill the vacancy in Sevington North ward
There had been a late applicant from the Sevington North ward who was present at the meeting, but there had been insufficient time to consider his application.  There was one applicant from the Mersham ward and one from Sevington South.  Councillors agreed to defer the decision on co-option to the February meeting.  
7.
Matters arising   

There were none other than those to be discussed under other headings.
8.
Correspondence   
(a)
Parish Forum meeting  The meeting planned for 23.1. had been postponed; a new date was awaited.   

(b)
Mersham School donation  The School had sent a letter of thanks to the PC for its donation.  The money has been used to purchase sets of Dienes apparatus to help children with maths.  A cheque will be raised after receipt of a copy invoice.

(c)
Gypsy & traveller site provision  An e-mail from a Kingsnorth resident concerned about ad hoc decisions on applications for gypsy/traveller sites had been forwarded to PCs.  An application in Kingsnorth had recently been turned down but is now being appealed.  The resident asked PCs to encourage ABC to make urgent provision for statutory sites.   Cllr. Bartlett had commented by e-mail to the Clerk that it will be a challenge to ABC to be in a position to allocate sites in the Borough before the appeal is heard.  He pointed out that any decision to allocate a site for such development will be troublesome for the parish concerned.  It was agreed to write to ABC Planning, with a copy to the Leader, to ascertain the current position.
 (d)
Also received: CPRE Kent Voice; CPRE Field Work newsletter; CPRE agenda for AGM; Parish Forum notes of 24.10; English Rural Housing Annual Report; Rural Housing Alliance Affordable Rural Housing: a practical guide for parish councils inc. film on DVD; KALC Ashford Area Committee Agenda for meeting on 9.1.13; South East Water Resources update; ACRK Oast to Coast; SE Water & Environment Agency Invitation to Briefing re Water Resources in the South East; Clerks & Councils Direct magazine; KALC Ashford Area meeting minutes of 9.1; ABC agenda for Parish Forum meeting on 23.1. & minutes of last meeting; consultation on Police & Crime Plan 2013; ABC Budget consultation 2013; info. from KALC on Community Infrastructure Levy & Neighbourhood Planning; ABC consultation Housing Framework 2013-2018
 9.
Finance  (a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)

1386  Mr. C. McBarnet, felling dead elm in JPF
100.00


1387  Mr. B. Branson, November salary
97.89


1388  Mr. I. King, November salary
81.38


1389  Miss J. Mills, November salary
285.81


1390  KCC(KCS), wellington boots (VAT £2.06)
12.35


1391  Mersham PCC, hire of Church Room, 4 months
40.00


1392  KCC(KCS), salt/grit bin for Sevington South (VAT £33.00)
198.00


1393  Mr. B. Branson, December salary + Christmas bonus
147.89


1394  Mr. I. King, December salary + Christmas bonus
121.38


1395  Miss J. Mills, December salary
286.01


1396  Post Office Ltd (HMRC), 3 months’ PAYE for Clerk
158.80


1397  Kent Tree Wardens, donation to Tree Warden Scheme
50.00



1398  Heber Horticultural, mowing in 2012 (VAT £353.82)
2,122.92


1399  Mr. P. Turley, refund cost of new Christmas lights (VAT £13.60)
67.98




3,770.41

Receipts        None



Forthcoming payments in January

Mr. B. Branson, January salary
97.89


Mr. I. King,              “            “
81.38


Miss J. Mills,           “            “  less tax 
285.81


Farthing Common Plant Centre, Christmas tree           invoice awaited


KCC, salt for Sevington South bin
c30.00


Receipts expected   None

VAT claimed – payment awaited
576.87





Transfers    12.12.12 From 14D to CDA account
                                                     1,000.00                                                        

Bank reconciliation with cash book record 1.4.12 – 16.1.13
Co-op Bank Community Directplus account (statement 251 to 31.12.)
948.76
Co-op Bank 14 day account (statement 84 to 11.1.13)
30,969.45 
    
31,918.21

Less unpaid cheques (1394-99)
-2,807.09

29,111.12
Less petty cash owing to Clerk at 31.3.12
-14.99
Balance at 13.11.12
29,096.13   

Add payments from 1.4.12 to 16.1.13
10,288.30

39,384.43 

Balance carried forward from 2012-2013
23,704.83   

Add receipts from 1.4.12 to 16.1.13
15,679.60

39,384.43


It was proposed by MS, seconded by PT and agreed that the above accounts should be accepted.
(b)
To further discuss precept to be requested for 2013-14 in the light of information from ABC 

            re. Council Tax Support Grant  The Clerk had made Cllrs. aware of the information about changes to the Council Tax Benefit system which had been received from ABC after the precept was agreed at the November meeting.  This would mean that the Band D rate would rise even though the precept remained the same.  However, ABC had proposed to protect PCs from the full impact of the policy by agreeing to pay a Council tax support grant in 2013-14.  

 

If the PC deducted the Council tax support grant proposed of £840 from £12,500, leaving £11,660 as the precept request, this would bring the Band D charge down to £19.18, which is an increase of only 7p on 2012-13.  In addition, the concurrent grant of £740 will also be paid, which is £10 less than estimated in the budget.  However, ABC has only agreed to give the support grant for one year at the moment, so the PC may not be protected from the full increase in 2014-15.  
KALC had also warned councils that although only principal authorities and district councils, police and fire and rescue are having their Council Tax capped this year by (2% or £5, whichever is higher), there is no guarantee that Parish Councils’ precepts will not be capped in future years.  If a cap was imposed and the PC breached it, it might be subject to a referendum, the costs of which it would have to bear.  KALC therefore suggested that PC’s look ahead as far as possible and if they feel that there will be significant increases in their costs in future, they should increase their precept while it is still uncapped.

The concurrent functions grant is being reduced by 7.5% a year and is only guaranteed until the end of ABC’s 5-year Business Plan which ends after 2015-16. The PC’s other source of income from ABC is the street cleansing grant which pays for most of the two litter-pickers’ salaries.   ABC has confirmed that this year’s grant will be paid as usual at the end of March or beginning of April.  The amount is not yet known but will be slightly more than last year.  However, because of the new street cleansing contract, ABC has said that it will stop paying street cleansing grants to parishes after mid-2015.  This means that a greater proportion of the cost of litter-picking will have to be paid for from the precept in 2015-16 and all of it from then onwards.

ABC required confirmation of the precept amount by 21st January, but Mr. Lockwood gave permission for the Clerk to confirm this to him on 22nd January so that Cllrs. could reconsider the amount of the precept if they thought the reserve should be increased.  The Clerk had given Cllrs. a budget update.   Cllrs. agreed that in view of the healthy balance and reserve likely to be carried over into the 2013-14 financial year, a rise in the precept was not justified and that it should remain at £12,500.
 
(c)  
To approve purchase of salt bin to replace damaged bin in Sevington South  The cost was £165 + VAT.  The Clerk had ordered some salt before Christmas which would probably cost about £30.  
(d)  
To report cost of Christmas tree and new lighting  The lighting cost £67.98 including VAT.  The invoice for the tree is awaited.  PT was thanked and congratulated on the improved display.
(e)
To agree a grounds management specification for JPF & Millennium Green  PT and the Clerk had produced a specification and 4 quotes had been requested although one of the contractors had since said that he is fully committed for the year.  A decision should be made at the February meeting if mowing was to start in March.  PT agreed to contact one of the contractors to walk round the village and look at the areas concerned.
(f)
To discuss advertising for new Clerk  The Clerk had mentioned this in the February Villager, and will also do so on the website and put up notices.  She would also let other Clerks in the Ashford area know in case there is anyone who wishes to take on another parish.  Further advertising may be necessary.                She suggested that a small group of Cllrs. should discuss contract details, interview candidates and then make recommendations to the PC.  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman should be involved and MW was also willing to participate.  
(g)  
To confirm cost of laying yellow lines on footpath entrance near Shop  KS had not been able to do this and could not do so during the current weather conditions.
(h)
To decide whether to subscribe to Parish Online GIS mapping  GM would activate the one-month trial for this facility so that Cllrs. could try it out before making a decision at the February meeting.
(i) 
To report any progress on leasing of Eurostar Meadow  The Clerk had written to Mr. Oakley of HS1 on 4.1. suggesting that the PC could contact Network Rail direct to discuss with them the concerns they have about the proposed use of the land by the Parish Council.  His reply is awaited.
(j) 
To report on final cost of Diamond Jubilee celebrations in Mersham  The final balance sheet had been forwarded to Cllrs.  GF reported that the Committee is planning the next Village Fete for 2014.
10.
Planning
(a)
To report and discuss new applications, ABC decisions, appeals & consultations

Broad Oak Cottage  Single-storey rear extension (AC)


Site N, The Boulevard, Sevington  To remove condition 7 to permit the property to be used outside of the hours stipulated in the condition. (Further info. needed from ABC as it was not clear how many additional hours were being requested and if this would mean an increase in vehicle movements.)

Request for EIA screening opinion: Junction 10A/Link Road and AXA site  (Comments and objections submitted to The Planning Inspectorate and ABC)

Ashford Hyundai  Various signs. (S)

Orbital Volkswagen Changes to external elevations inc. new glazing & cladding. Increase size of mezzanine floor.  Removal of free-standing canopy from car park & display of illuminated and non-illuminated signs. (S)

Orbital Volkswagen  Five internally-illuminated fascia signs & 1 internally-illuminated entrance sign (S)


Applications granted by ABC  

Thorns, Ashford Road  Two-storey rear extension and alterations to part of existing conservatory (S) McDonalds Drive Through Restaurant, The Parade, Orbital Park  Double-sided sign to be added to the existing arch logo sign. (NC)

Stone Green Farm  Conversion of granary & store into annexe accommodation & construction of tractor and log store (S)

Lynwood, Bower Road  Single-storey side & rear family room extension & provision of pitched roof to rear bay window. (S)

Cheeseman’s Green  Construction of 3 lakes, associated public art & landscaping adjacent to the Principal Access Road & erection of a sculpture at junction of PAR & A2070. (Comments made)

Hyundai, Orbital Park  Various signs (S)
Result of EIA screening request

Land to the west of Bank Farm, Bank Road  Development of a 1.9MW photovoltaic array.  EIA not required. (PC requested full EIA for this proposal)
Result of appeal

Mersham Manor  Annexe extension.  Appeal dismissed.

(b)
To give an update on issues re. Sevington AXA site & Junction 10A applications   PT and JOH had attended the design workshop on 22.1. with six Sevington South residents.  Hobbs Parker had held another exhibition in Mersham which many residents attended.  The Clerk had submitted the PC’s responses to the Statement of Community Consultation and the two requests for Scoping Opinions for the EIS by the due dates after consultation with Cllrs.  The pre-application consultation for Junction 10A had been delayed after ABC and KCC had commented on the Statement of Community Consultation and so far no new start date had been announced.   There had been a request for an EIA Screening Opinion for Kent Wool Growers on AXA’s land, but due to a mistake made on the ABC website, the PC was not aware of this until near the end of the consultation period.  However, the PC’s comments were agreed in time and submitted to ABC.  JOH gave an update on information she had researched and reactions from residents.  She was contacting other local organisations and had taken photos of the recent traffic jams on J10.  The Village Alliance now had a website and Facebook page.
(c)
To discuss response to ABC’s Plan-It Ashford consultation  ABC is working on the new Local Plan to 2030.  Mr. Cole had written last year inviting PC’s to use their Plan-It Ashford characters to consult residents about their issues and aspirations for the next 15 years.  He had written again saying that he hoped parishes would organise events to consult the community.  He was also interested in any previous work PCs may have done, e.g. parish plans.  Cllrs. had looked at the Plan-it Ashford pack and did not feel it was an appropriate form of consultation for the parish, especially in view of the consultation which will be taking place in the coming months on Junction 10A, etc.  The concerns of residents were still largely those which concerned the threat of development spreading further east beyond Cheesemans Green Lane and Highfield Lane and the adverse effects of J10A, especially now only half a junction is being proposed.  Cllrs. thought that the large number of residents who attended the Hobbs Parker/AXA presentation in December confirmed this.   It was agreed that the Clerk would send Mr. Cole a copy of the Parish Plan and explain that the main issues concerning the community had not changed since it was published.
11.
Highways and footpath matters
Footpaths    The footpath through Captain’s Wood has been cleared.

12.
Borough Councillors’ reports    Our Cllrs. were unable to attend this month.
13.
Reports 

(a)
Village Hall Committee  The next meeting is the AGM which is scheduled for 15th April.   
(b)
School Management      Nothing to report.
(c)
Mersham Junior Playing Field & Millennium Green  PT would let the Clerk have his report.
(d)
Sevington Area Management   North & South wards   Nothing further.
(e)       Tree Wardens   Nothing to report.
(f)   
KALC Ashford Area meeting of 9.1.  No-one had been able to attend.  The minutes had been received. 
14.
Other items for report

(a)
Village sign  Although the PC had proposed to put up a village sign, no further action had been taken after there had been no response to a request in The Villager for subject ideas.  It was agreed that Cllrs. would have to make some suggestions.  PT, GM and MS agreed to discuss this.

(b)
Need for footpath link to M20 bridge from Old Rectory Close  This project had been planned and finance budgeted by Highways some years ago, but was stalled because of a land ownership problem.  The delay meant that Highways had re-allocated the funding.  GM proposed that the PC should investigate if it was possible to find out if this project could be re-started.  This would be discussed at the next meeting.
15.      To confirm date of next meeting

Next meeting: Monday 18th February at 7.30 p.m. in the Church Room, Mersham
Chairman 
