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MERSHAM  &  SEVINGTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 21st May, 2012, in the Church Room, Mersham
PRESENT:  Mr. G. Fletcher (Chairman); Mr. M. Smithers; Mr. K. Stewart; Mr. G. Murphy;

Mrs. M. Wells; Mr. S. Phelan; Mrs. J. Oakley-Hills; Mrs. L. Sharp. Resident: Mrs. P. Smithers
1.
Apologies: Mr. R. Hansen (away on business); Mr. P. Turley (away on business); Cllr. P. Bartlett (another meeting); Cllr. J. Davey (attended APM).
2.
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

GF asked for nominations for Chairman for 2012/13.  It was proposed by MS, seconded by JOH and agreed that GF should serve for a second term.  MS wished to stand down as Vice-Chairman.  He nominated KS who was willing to stand.  This was seconded by GF and agreed.  
3.
Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda   There were none.
4.
Public participation    None requested.
5.
To approve minutes of the last meeting  
It was proposed by SP, seconded by KS and agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 16th April, 2012 should be approved as a true record.
6.
Matters arising   

(a)
Village sign project  A paragraph had been put on the PC page in the Villager asking for subjects for the sign but no suggestions had been made so far. An e-mail was circulated regarding an offer from a local firm to carve a sign without charge.  It was agreed that Cllrs. would meet to share ideas for subjects and that these could then be put to residents for comment.  The height and dimensions of the sign and post, the design and the exact site would have to be known before planning permission can be applied for.  Also quotes for the timber for carving, a post and erection costs would have to be considered under finance at a future meeting.  
(b)
Dog fouling  This matter had been discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed that the Clerk should draft a letter asking for residents’ help in dealing with this nuisance and circulate it to Cllrs. for approval.  It would be delivered by Cllrs. to houses in the main part of the village.

(c)
Glebeland car parking  The response from Mr. Holloway of ABC had been noted by Cllrs.  He would see if there were any possible solutions which did not involve building the bungalows he had proposed.  However, he was not optimistic due to tight budgets and the low priority given to parking projects, especially where only some of the dwellings belonged to ABC.  
 
7.
Correspondence   

(a)
The smell  Southern Water have carried out an investigation and will be doing some maintenance and sealing manholes shortly.  They hope this will eliminate the smell of drains from The Street/Bower Road area.
(b)
NALC Legal Topic Note  KALC had sent information about ‘members’ conduct and the registration and disclosure of their interests’. The Standards Board has now been abolished and the passing of the Localism Bill will lead to a new statutory standards framework which is expected to take effect from 1.7.12.   It requires PCs and other authorities to promote and maintain high standards of conduct by its members and co-opted members and in doing so it must adopt a code of conduct that is expected of them when they are acting in that capacity. The previous code of conduct will no longer be valid.  NALC will produce a ‘model’ code that can be used, but it is likely that ABC will produce a similar one and encourage it’s PCs to adopt this, as they will be responsible for handling and determining code of conduct complaints which relate to PC members.   There is no information from ABC about this yet, but it is possible that an item may have to be put on the June agenda to adopt a new code.   
(c)
Review of the Local Multi-Agency Flood Plan  This event took place on 17.5.  GM attended and gave a report on the subjects covered which included emergency planning for other problems as well as flooding.  He would be receiving further information and would circulate this to Cllrs.  
(d)
Also received: KALC Ashford Area Committee minutes of meeting on 4.4. (next meeting 6.6); info. on Ashford & Tenterden Community Car Scheme; Southern Water Resources Update; Clerks & Councils Direct magazine; e-mails re. lighting times for Jubilee beacons; draft KALC responses to the draft Kent Freight Action Plan and the Kent Forum Housing Strategy Refresh Consultations; CPRE Field Work newsletter; ACRK Rural News 116; KALC questionnaire on learning & development; ABC forward plan of key decisions to Sept. KALC info. about forthcoming training courses; KCC consultation on commissioning plan for education provision 2012-17
8.
Finance  (a)
Monthly accounts (cheques paid since the last meeting)

1346  KCC(KCS)  Black sacks for litter picking (VAT £3.60)
21.59


1347  Mersham Primary School, s.137 donation 2011/12
175.00


1348  Mr. B. Branson, April salary
95.03


1349  Mr. I. King, April salary
79.04


1350  Miss J. Mills, April salary
280.61 


1351  XMA Ltd, ink cartridge for copier (VAT £!0.20)
61.20 


712.47

Receipts

ABC, street cleansing grant 2011/12
2,044.00


ABC, first half precept & concurrent functions grant 2012/13
6,655.00


Co-operative Bank interest on CDA account
0.08


8,699.08

Forthcoming payments in May

Mr. B. Branson, May salary + increase omitted from April salary
100.78

Mr. I. King, May salary +             “              “        “         “       “
83.72

Miss J. Mills, May salary less tax
291.01

Mr. Osborne, Red Barn Gardens, work at JPF
250.00


Broker Network Ltd, insurance premium 2012/13
 949.00

EDF, power for Christmas tree lighting                                             awaiting invoice


Kent Highways, 2 salt bins, 3 refills salt + concrete bases (VAT £220)    “           “
1,320.00*


*Confirmed with KCC that we don’t pay until the bins are bolted to the bases.
 
Receipts expected   
  None


VAT yet to be claimed    
98.56



Transfers  


From CDA to 14 day account
6,500.00


Bank reconciliation with cash book record 1.4.12 – 15.5.12

Co-op Bank Community Directplus account (statement 243 to 30.4.12)
2,480.10
Co-op Bank 14 day account (bank statement 81 to 11.4.12)
22,456.76 
    
24,936.86
Plus deposit from Ashford Borough Council
6,655.00

31,591.86

Less uncleared cheques (1347-49, 1351)
-410.27    

31,181.59   

Less petty cash owing to Clerk at 31.3.12
-14.99
Balance at 15.5.12
31,166.60   
Add payments from 1.4.12 to 15.5.12
1,249.65

32,416.25  

Balance carried forward from 2012-2013
23,704.83   

Add receipts from 1.4.12 to 15.5.12
8,711.42

32,416.25

It was proposed by MW, seconded by GM and agreed that the above accounts should be accepted.

(b)  
To accept and sign annual return form for the Audit Commission  Cllrs. had been given copies of the statements from the annual report to be signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  Mr. Ross had conducted the internal audit and signed his section of the form.  It was proposed by MS, seconded by KS and agreed that these should be signed as correct. 


The Audit Commission had written to consult the PC on the appointment of Littlejohn LLP to audit the annual return for 5 years from 2012/13 commencing on 1.9.  Any comments about this would have to be sent to the AC by 29.6.  There would be a new scale of fees and those for M & S would be reduced to £100 a year from £135.  However, if any extra work was necessary because of queries or objections to the accounts, an hourly rate would then be charged.
(c)
To confirm renewal of insurance policy  The PC’s policy is due for renewal on 1.6.  Last year, a 3-year agreement was signed to stay with the current insurer.  The premium is £949.00, including 6% insurance premium tax.  This takes into consideration the long-term agreement and includes an annual 5% no claims discount.  Last year the cost was £946.82. £975 was budgeted for 2012/13.  It was proposed by SP, seconded by GM and agreed that the policy should be renewed.
(d)  
To report order for black toner cartridge for photocopier  The Clerk had ordered a black toner cartridge for the copier at a cost of £51.00 + VAT.  The toner budget for 2012/13 is £135.
(e)   
To decide on renewal of annual subscriptions to Kent County Playing Fields Association The  subscription of £20 is the same as last year and as budgeted.   In addition to support for sporting and recreation opportunities in Kent, KCPFA also give grants to PCs for play areas.  It was proposed by GM, seconded by SP and agreed that the subscription should be renewed. 

(f)   

To report any further progress regarding Eurostar Meadow  GF rang Mr. Oakley on 10.5. He promised to expedite matters and report on progress shortly.  He told GF that he did not foresee any problems, but HS1 may wish to place a weight restriction on the area.

(g)
To report on preparations for Diamond Jubilee celebrations  The minutes of the meeting on 23.4. had been sent to Cllrs.  Another meeting had been held on 15.5.  The risk assessment had been sent to the insurers.  The invitations had been delivered and posters and programmes were being printed.
 

9.
Planning
(a)
To report and discuss new applications, ABC decisions, appeals & consultations

26 Cherry Glebe  Pitched roof & 1st-floor side extension over entrance hall, cloakroom & existing kitchen extension. (S)
Bell House, The Forstal  Erection of oak-framed orangery to south-west elevation. (S) 
Mays World of Carpets, Hall Ave.  Change of use from class B warehouse to a Trade Centre (NC)

Phase 1, Waterbrook Park  Full application for a spine road and a building with commercial vehicle parking area for VOSA; an outline application (all matters reserved) for Phase 1 Business Park, for up to 45,000sqm of class B1, B2 and B8 buildings, a linear park, landscape bunds, bridle way, foot ways, cycle paths, landscaping and ancillary works. (NC)

 ABC applications granted  


Mersham Manor   New gates and walls. (S)

Farriers Field  Retention of petanque piste & continued use of part of field for recreational purposes.  Conditions limit play to period between May & Sept, and only at certain hours & only 1 mini-pitch can be used at a time.


Orbital Park, Site C, Monument Way  Various signs.  (NC)


Argos, Ashford Business Pk  Various fascia signs (S)


Bell House  Oak-framed garage & workshop (S)
(b)
Urban Sites & Infrastructure DPD independent examination  The Programme Officer had sent the Examination Programme and list of Matters and Issues which the Inspector considered at that stage to affect the soundness of the DPD.  The matter discussed on 16.5 was the one which covered the PC’s concerns about the capacity of J10 and the viability of part of the Sevington employment site.  The extra site at Park Farm would also have been discussed.  Unfortunately, JOH was unable to attend the session. The Clerk had sent Cllrs. extracts from the additional submissions made by the participants about J10/10a, the Sevington employment site, Cheeseman’s Green, the proposed extension south of Park Farm East and the Orbital Park.  Further submissions were made by GSE and the Church Commissioners after this, mainly querying the amount of additional J10 capacity and how it would be divided up between developments.  The PC’s written comments would be considered by the Inspector and given the same weight as those made at the examination.
10. 
Highways & footpaths
(a)
Footpath AE360  runs from Kingsford St. to join AE363.  The trees along this path are subject to a Tree Preservation Order issued in 1993 when The Orchids was built on land previously belonging to Appledene.  RH raised this as the path was getting overgrown by branches.  The Tree Warden and ABC Tree Officer gave advice.  Pruning trees to keep a footpath clear does not need a TPO application. The PROW Officer had agreed with a nearby resident that they could trim branches back from the path in a few weeks’ time when some birds’ nests had been vacated.

(b)
KCC Member’s Highway Grant  Cllr. Wickham had asked for suggestions as to suitable Highways projects so that he can allocate his grant for the current year.  Suggestions should not include maintenance items such as potholes. 

11.
Borough Councillors’ reports  
Cllr. Davey’s and Cllr. Bartlett’s reports had been given at the Annual Parish Meeting.
12.      Reports

(a)
Village Hall Committee  MW had attended the AGM.  Mr. Southern was continuing as Chairman. There was a healthy balance in the accounts.  Meetings would now be held twice a year in April and October.  The outside of the Hall will be repainted.  A Jumble sale will be held on 10.11. A new playgroup will be using the Hall.  A new bank account was still being organised.
(b)
School Management   GF reported that he had attended a Health & Safety Meeting and will be conducting the Headmaster’s review.  There will be a term meeting shortly.
(c)  
Mersham Junior Playing Field   KS reported that he will be installing the new seat with PT at the weekend.  Peter Buckley had done the spring inspection of the trees at the playing field.  The only tree giving cause for concern is a fairly-large elm in the south-west corner of the field.  The trunk has died back due to Dutch elm disease leaving only a few live branches near the bottom and some suckers which are emerging as small shrubby growths further away from the tree.  It is probably safe at the moment, but will eventually need to be cut down.  It was agreed that Mr. McBarnett should be asked for his opinion on this.
(d) 
Sevington Area Management   Nothing to report from either the North or South wards.
(e)
Tree wardens   See under JPF.
(f)
Rural conference  SP attended this ABC conference which had been largely concerned with promoting ‘localism’.  A list of possible tasks for local service delivery had been handed out.  Cllrs. were not convinced that taking over ABC and KCC tasks, even in a cluster with other parishes, would bring benefits to residents, be practicable or cost effective.  They wished to have more information about how this might work in practice and it was agreed to ask if the Chairman of Aldington & Bonnington PC would be willing to come to the July meeting to talk about the scheme which had been running in that parish for some time.
13.
Other items for report    There were none.
14.
Date of next meeting The next meeting will be on Monday, 18th June at 7.30 in the Church Room.

Chairman 
